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UUM APPEARS IN
QS ASIA RANKINGS 
2015

Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) has improved on its 
rankings in the 2015 QS Asian University Rankings as 
compared to last year.

Being listed in the QS varsity rankings ensured UUM 
remains relevant to the current higher education and this 
success was engrained with UUM target to stand amongst 
top 50 universities in Asia by 2020.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak said this remarkable achievement would 
certainly boost morale and motivation of UUM denizens 

to intensify their efforts in order to realise UUM desire to 
become the eminent management university.

According to him, UUM was not listed in the 2011 QS 
Asian varsity rankings. However, it was ranked 299 place 
in 2012, rose to the position of 224 in 2013 and continued 
to rise to 213 position in 2014 and this year UUM climbed 
20 places to finish at 193 in the table.

“Indeed, the achievements attained by UUM in recent 
years are achieved through the UUM Strategic Plan 
(Phase 1) 2011-2015,” he said.
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The Vice-Chancellor also congratulated all Deans, Directors of 
Centre of Authority, academic, administrative staff, Institute of Quality 
Management (IPQ), entrusted as the secretariat for the university 
ranking and rating agenda and those involved directly and indirectly 
in realising the visions of the university.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(BUSINESS MATHEMATICS) 
(HONS.) PROGRAMME RECEIVES 
AUN-QA CERTIFICATION
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Once again, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) achieved a 
sweet success when the Bachelor of Science (Business 
Mathematics) (Hons.) programme offered by the School 
of Quantitative Sciences (SQS) received Asean University 
Network Quality Assurance (AUN-QA) certification.

This is the second time UUM succeeded in receiving AUN-
QA certification after the first accreditation for the Bachelor 
of International Affairs (Hons.) in 2013.

Audit assessment visit was conducted by two AUN-QA 
experienced assessors; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tan Kay Chuan 
from the National University of Singapore (NUS) and Dr. 
Leni Sofia Heliani from Universitas Gadjah Mada on 22 -24 
April 2015.

Prior to receiving the audit visit, the Self-Assessment Report 
(SAR) document covering 15 main AUN-QA guidelines 
and criteria, has been reviewed by the assessors. 
 
On the whole, this programme has achieved above the 
satisfactory levels according to the AUN-QA criteria, 
especially in terms of the content and structure of the 
programme, the quality of academic staff, staff development 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
(BUSINESS MATHEMATICS) 
(HONS.) PROGRAMME RECEIVES 
AUN-QA CERTIFICATION

activities, consultation services and student support, 
quality of students, infrastructure and facilities as well as 
stakeholder satisfaction.

The success of this programme will further improve the 
chances of another four academic programmes scheduled 
for AUN-QA assessment specifically the Bachelor of  
Desicion Science, the Bachelor of Development 
Management, Bachelor of Social Work Management and 
Bachelor of Economics with Honours by the end of this 
year.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak was certainly pleased and proud of this latest 
achievement and he extended his sincere congratulations 
and appreciations to the Dean and staff of SQS, the Institute 
of Quality Management (IPQ) and those involved in the 
accreditation process.

Dato’ Vice-Chancellor said, this success proved that UUM 
academic quality is at its best and all plans in UUM’s 
strategic agenda have generated positive results. Dato’ 
Vice-Chancellor announced this success during the 
launching ceremony of UniTV at EDC-UUM recently.
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Universiti Utara Malaysia’s latest achievement in obtaining 
the certification from the Asean-QA for the Bachelor 
of International Affairs Management with Honours 
programme has certainly served as an inspiration and a 
stimulus for Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) to attain the 
Asean University Network-Quality Assurance (AUN-QA) 
certification for two academic programmes specifically the 
Bachelor of Social Work Management with Honours from 
the School of Social Development (SSD) and Bachelor of 
Science in Economics with Honours from the School of 
Economics, Finance and Banking (SEFB).

These two programmes shall undergo the third assessment 
exercise commencing 2 to 4 June 2015.

The second assessment exercise was conducted on 22 
to 24 April 2015 involving three academic programmes 

ASEAN-QA CERTIFICATION 
DRIVES UUM FORWARD TO 
GREATER SUCCESS

i.e. Bachelor of Decision Science with Honours, Bachelor 
of Business Mathematics with Honours and Bachelor of 
Development Management with Honours.

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic and International 
Affairs), Prof. Dr. Hassan Ali said, the Bachelor of International 
Affairs with Honours from the School of International Studies 
was evaluated during the first assessment exercise and the 
programme received its ASEAN-QA certification in 2013. 
The second assessment exercise was conducted in April 
2015 involving three academic programmes.

“Alhamdulillah, in the second assessment exercise, the 
assessors were certainly pleased with the quality of the 
Bachelor of Business Mathematics with Honours programme 
and at the moment, we are still waiting for the result of the 
assessment exercise for the Bachelor of Decision Science 
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with Honours, and Bachelor of Development Management 
with Honours. The success in securing the certification will 
enthuse us to intensify our efforts in gaining the AUN-QA 
certification for these academic programmes,” said Prof. 
Dr. Hassan Ali at the Opening Ceremony of the ASEAN-QA 
Audit assessment exercise at the Senate Meeting Room.

He added, the certification received from AUN-QA will offer 
more openings to promote UUM at the international level, 
thus improving UUM’s position in the world rankings. A 
total of four assessors and two AUN-QA secretariat were 
involved in the three-day assessment exercise.

The Deputy Executive Director of AUN, Dr. Choltis Dhirathiti 
stated that, AUN-QA is an ongoing and friendly peer to peer 
assessment which aspires to enrich the quality of academic 
programmes. AUN-QA helps to accelerate the integration 
and promotion of regional identity by encouraging the 
development of human resources to strengthen the existing 
network of universities and leading institutions of higher 
education in the region.

“In fact, AUN-QA will also implement a new set of assessment 
criteria developed in accordance to the regional education 
trends by July this year after getting the approval from the 
board of AUN-QA trustees,” he added.

The team of assessors and the AUN-QA secretariat were 
taken on a campus tour, including the Sultanah Bahiyah 
Library, U-Assist and lecture halls. Discussion and interview 
sessions with students and alumni were also held during 
the assessment exercise.
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A total of 159 new students of the Foundation Studies in 
Management for Semester One 2015/2016 began their 
three-day orientation at Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 
from the 28 to 30 May, 2015.

Director of the UUM Centre for Foundation Studies in 
Management, Prof. Dr. Abd Razak Yaakub said all the 
new students were set to begin their foundation studies 
in Management for three consecutive semesters over the 
period of one year.

He added that in order to monitor the students’ progress 
in the programme, they will be assessed through 60 per 
cent of coursework and the remaining 40 per cent of final 
examination, in which the overall percentage will determine 
whether the students pass or fail that particular semester.

“The students will receive exceptional guidance from 
UUM professors and senior lecturers with experiences in 
teaching and learning. I am confident that this programme 
will produce human capital with a high intellectual capability 
level at a young age.

159 NEW STUDENTS OF 
THE FOUNDATION STUDIES 
IN MANAGEMENT BEGAN 
ORIENTATION

“I would like to congratulate all the students who are present 
here and successfully securing a place to study in the 
Foundation Studies programme, in preparation to enrol into 
Bachelor Degree programmes offered by UUM,” he said 
this at the Parent and Student special meeting held at the 
Student Accommodation Centre (SAC).

Besides that, a special briefing was given to the parents 
and guardians of the students by Prof. Dr. Abd Razak, 
who represented the Vice-Chancellor of UUM, Prof. Dato’ 
Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak. A question and answer 
session was also held to provide parents and guardians the 
opportunity to address their concerns about the programme 
itself as well as the amenities available on campus.

Also present at the ceremony were Deputy Director 
(Academic) Centre for Foundation Studies in Management, 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Munif Zarirruddin Fikri Nordin and university 
senior officials.

27 PARTICIPANTS COMPLETE MODULE 
1 OF THE UUM-MSU GLOBAL EXECUTIVE 
WORKSHOP
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A total of 27 participants successfully completed Module 
1 of the Global Executive Workshop for Higher Education 
Management & Administration, with each receiving their 
certificates.

The two-module programme, which is jointly organised 
by Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) and Michigan State 
University (MSU), United States, is under the auspices of 
the Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate School of Business 
(OYAGSB). The programme enrolment targets professional 
management staff and administrators in institutions of 
higher education and the public services sector.

The programme aims to enhance the critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills of the participants in the global 
context, as well as to help them return to work with 
comprehensive leadership skills that will empower them 
to influence changes in their organisations and, ultimately, 
succeed at the highest level.

Among the facilitators involved in the workshop were 
the Dean of the OYAGSB, Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi Ismail; 
Professor Emeritus Aj. Toemsakdi Krishnamra from the 
Sasin Graduate Institute of Business Administration, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand; the Director of the 
Executive Development Programme (EDP), OYAGSB, Dr. 
Marlin Marissa Malek Abdul Malek; and Wan Zurina Wan 
Isa of HR Consultant.

The three-day workshop also featured as guest speaker, 
Datin Dr. Syahira Hamidon, Senior Principal Assistant 

27 PARTICIPANTS COMPLETE MODULE 
1 OF THE UUM-MSU GLOBAL EXECUTIVE 
WORKSHOP

Secretary, Research Planning and Policy Coordination 
Division, Entrepreneurship Unit, Higher Education Sector, 
Ministry of Education, who gave an overview of the Higher 
Education landscape in Malaysia.

In addition to being an introduction to the programme, Module 
1, which was conducted at UUM, also encompassed topics 
regarding leadership strategy, ranking and accreditation, 
managing generational differences, and forums that 
discussed issues and challenges in the Management of 
Higher Education. An example is the forum entitled Higher 
Education Management: Issues and Challenges for the 
Region, which was chaired by Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi Ismail 
and involved the participation of three panellists, namely the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs & Alumni), Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek Hj Abdul Karim; Professor Emeritus 
Aj. Toemsakdi Krishnamra; and the Rector of Universitas 
Telkom Bandung, Prof. Dr. Ashari.

Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi officiated at the ceremony to mark the 
presentation of certificates to the participants, as well as 
the closing of the workshop, at the EDC-UUM.

A total of 15 participants have enrolled to take part in 
Module 2 of the programme, which will be conducted at 
MSU from 25 July to 7 August 2015. Module 2 consists of 
professional lectures, which will touch on a range of issues 
including finance, human resource, and leadership in the 
management and administration of higher education, and 
professional visits to related departments at Michigan State 
University.
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Following on from the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in February of last year, the Inland 
Revenue Board of Malaysia (LHDN) and Universiti Utara 
Malaysia (UUM) have been in collaboration to create the 
Master of Science (International Accounting) programme, 
which was finalised via a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MoA) signed at Menara Hasil.

At the signing, the LHDN was represented by its Chief 
Executive Officer, Col (H) Tan Sri Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohd 
Shukor Mahfar while UUM was represented by the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak.

In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor said that UUM had taken 
another step in the right direction with the signing of the 
MoA with the LHDN.

According to him, the programme was specifically designed 
to fulfil the needs and purposes of the LHDN officials.

“I believe that this new programme will afford the candidates 
the opportunity to continue their studies at a higher level. In 
fact, the LHDN requires its officers to possess the highest 
qualification.

“Both the collaborative partnership and the introduction 
to the said programme of study are important aspects to 
ensure the development of human capital in an organisation 
such as the LHDN,” he said.

He added that, with the signing of the MoA between the two 
parties, many more programmes would be implemented in 
the future.

UUM AND THE LHDN 
COLLABORATE TO CREATE 
THE MASTER OF SCIENCE 
(INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING) 
PROGRAMME

Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak further added 
that UUM, through the School of Accountancy (SOA), would 
give its fullest commitment to ensuring the success of the 
Master of Science (International Accounting) programme.

Meanwhile, the CEO of the LHDN, Tan Sri Dr. Mohd Shukor, 
expressed his appreciation and gratitude to UUM for placing 
its trust in the Malaysian Tax Academy (APM), especially as 
regards the implementation of the academic programme.

He also expressed his hope that the cooperation would 
gain long-term continuity and that the programmes jointly 
prepared with UUM would run perfectly and, hence, 
strengthen the strategic partnership between the two 
parties.

“The Master of Science (International Accounting) 
programme is specially designed for the officers at the 
LHDN in an effort to help them enhance their personal 
development.

“This programme, which will involve UUM teaching staff, is 
expected to commence at the APM during the weekend,” 
he said.

Also present at the MoA signing ceremony were the Director 
of the APM, Mr. Adzhar Sulaiman; the Dean of the SOA, 
Prof. Dr. Kamil Md. Idris; and senior officers of both the 
LHDN and UUM.

THE ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM: DISASTER RELIEF EXERCISES 
(ARF DiREx 2015) GATHERS 2,500 INTERNATIONAL 
PARTICIPANTS
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UUM AND THE LHDN 
COLLABORATE TO CREATE 
THE MASTER OF SCIENCE 
(INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING) 
PROGRAMME

A total of 2,500 search and rescue personnel from 27 
member countries of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 
are taking part in the ASEAN Regional Forum: Disaster 
Relief Exercises (ARF DiREx 2015) being held in the states 
of Kedah and Perlis. The Forum, which began on May 24, 
2015, will run through till 28 May, 2015.

The launching ceremony, which was held yesterday 
evening at the TH Hotel & Convention Centre, Alor 
Setar, was officiated by the Deputy Prime Minister, Yang 
Amat Berhormat Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, who is also 
the Chairman of the National Disaster Management 
Committee.

In his speech, the Deputy Prime Minister said that the 
ARF DiREx is an important platform for instilling trust 
and confidence, enhancing understanding, and building 
the capacity and expertise of its members in dealing with 
emerging challenges in the region.

He added that the ARF DiREx is one of the most inclusive 
simulation exercises in the Asia Pacific region, involving 
the participation of multiple agencies from member nations, 
including civilians and military personnel, as well as local 
and international humanitarian players.

“The recent tragedy that befell Nepal has opened our eyes 
to the need to focus our efforts on being prepared to handle 
disasters in the region,” he said.

The main focus of the ARF DiREx 2015 is to test civil-
military coordination efforts, create synergy, and expedite 
efforts towards supporting the efficient implementation 
of the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and 
Emergency Response (AADMER) as the sole platform for 
disaster management in the region.

THE ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM: DISASTER RELIEF EXERCISES 
(ARF DiREx 2015) GATHERS 2,500 INTERNATIONAL 
PARTICIPANTS

The ARF DiREx 2015 will also test the readiness and 
resilience of the region in addressing 10 specific challenges 
such as strengthening the effective utilisation of ASEAN 
standby arrangements for disaster relief and emergency 
response, implementing effective operations to enhance 
regional cooperation in disaster management, addressing 
the specific needs of victims in disaster areas, and managing 
the media.

Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) is one of the public 
organisations involved in hosting the ARF DiREx 2015, 
which is co-chaired by Malaysia and China. 

The membership of the ARF comprises a total of 27 
nations. Amongst these are Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, and 
the Philippines.

Among those in attendance during the launching ceremony 
were China’s State Councillor, Mr. Wang Yong; Kedah 
Menteri Besar, Dato’ Seri Mukhriz Mahathir; Perlis Menteri 
Besar, Dato’ Seri Azlan Man; Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Dato’ Hamzah Zainudin, and senior government officials 
and delegates from ARF member countries.
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The launch of a research, publication, and consultancy 
laboratory and Centres of Excellence (CoE) and Higher 
Institution Centres of Excellence (HICoE) will certainly help 
boost the research, publication and consultancy activities 
at Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM).

The Vice-Chancellor of UUM, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak, said that the establishment of the lab was 
necessary since increase in research, publication, and 
consultancy work are crucial to elevating UUM’s position in 
world rankings, and thence empowering it to come into its 
own as an eminent management university.

“The setting up of this lab will help overcome the 
persistent problems and major challenges faced by the 
university, primarily in the context of raising the volume of 
research, publication, and consultancy work in the fields of 
management and business,” he said in his speech during 
the launching of the said laboratory at EDC-UUM.

VICE-CHANCELLOR LAUNCHES 
UUM RESEARCH, PUBLICATION, & 
CONSULTANCY LAB AND HICoE/CoE

He added that, for UUM to become a great university, 
each of its Schools needed to develop at least one Centre 
of Excellence (CoE) in its field of focus. These, he said, 
could be upgraded to the national level as Higher Institution 
Centres of Excellence (HICoE), which are centres that 
carry out research activities to raise the level and quality of 
service and consultancy offered to society and industry.

In addition, the Vice-Chancellor also expressed his hope 
that, with the establishment of the lab, the existing eight 
(8) UUM research niche areas would be reviewed and 
enhanced so that they remain relevant to national and 
global needs.

Also present at the event were Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research and Innovation) cum Chairman of Lab 1, 
Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Saleh; members of the University 
Management Committee; and Director of the Research and 
Innovation Management Centre (RIMC) cum Secretary of 
Lab 1, Prof. Dr. Kalsom Kayat.

ACCOLADES FOR OYAGSB ACADEMIC AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEMBERS FOR 
THEIR EXCEPTIONAL COMMITMENT AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS
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VICE-CHANCELLOR LAUNCHES 
UUM RESEARCH, PUBLICATION, & 
CONSULTANCY LAB AND HICoE/CoE

Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate School (OYAGSB) hosted 
a special award ceremony in recognition of the outstanding 
contributions and exceptional commitment of seven 
OYAGSB academic and administrative staff members for 
the year 2014. The members of staff were honoured in an 
award ceremony held at OYAGSB Studio.

The recipients were presented with their awards by UUM 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof.  Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak. Also present at the ceremony were the Dean of 
OYAGSB, Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi Ismail and OYAGSB Principal 
Fellow, Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Nasir Mohd Ashraf.

Speaking at the ceremony, Dato’ Vice-Chancellor 
expressed his pride in the milestone achievements attained 
by OYAGSB which includes seven prestigious awards and 
recognitions from various organisations.

“This is certainly an impressive achievement and a 
remarkable history for OYAGSB and UUM. I would like 
to express my utmost congratulations to all staff for their 
commitment and hard work to ensure the success of 
OYAGSB since the past few years and also for making 
OYAGSB one of the leading business schools in the 
country.

“With our success in obtaining the ABEST21 accreditation 
and hopefully AMBA by end of this month (and AACSB by 
end of this year or the latest by early next year), OYAGSB 

ACCOLADES FOR OYAGSB ACADEMIC AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEMBERS FOR 
THEIR EXCEPTIONAL COMMITMENT AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS

will be on par with other renowned Business Schools,” he 
added.

Dato’ Vice-Chancellor also reminded OYAGSB staff 
members to prepare for the Self-Evaluation Report (SER) 
to earn the accreditation from the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). He also urged 
that OYAGSB pay more attention and focus on relevant 
and responsive research activities to ensure that people 
are aware of the presence of OYAGSB.

Dato’ Vice-Chancellor expressed his sincere congratulations 
to OYAGSB staff for their hard work and commitment over 
the past few years.

Meanwhile, the Dean of OYAGSB, Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi Ismail 
said he was grateful for the contributions and commitment 
shown by all staff since the establishment OYAGSB. He 
hoped that the recognition given will spur them to multiply 
their efforts to make OYAGSB the top business school.

Dr. Subramaniam a/l Sri Ramalu, the Deputy Dean of 
OYAGSB bagged the Dean’s Special Award. For the 
category of the Best Publication, the award went to Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Nor Azila Mohd Noor; Best Researcher Award 
was presented to Prof. Dr. Roslan Abdul Hakim; Best Case 
Study Award went to Prof. Dr. Ruswiati Surya Saputra; 
Community Development & Industry Award went to Dr. 
Mohd. Azlan Yahya; Excellent Management Award went to 
Abdul Shakur Abdullah and Excellent Service Award went 
to Siti Nursyazmidar Azmi.
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The Chancellery, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) organised 
a 3-day Seminar on Excellence in Governance with its apt 
theme, Blue Ocean Strategy in Organisational Governance, 
for the 8th time at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Kota Kinabalu 
from the 9 until 11 June.

The Chairman of the seminar, Mr. Ahmad Rasidi Abdullah, 
who is also the Director of the Chancellery, said that the 
seminar aims to expose participants to the blue ocean 
strategy in the governance of organisation in a bid to boost 
the performance of services provided by both the public 
and private sector in the interest of the organisation.

“Through this seminar, participants will maximize their 
productivity for the benefit of the organisation in addition 
to making wise decisions when performing their duties to 
ensure continuous growth in the administrative sector,” he 
said.

BLUE OCEAN STRATEGY IN GOVERNANCE OF 
ORGANISATION HELPS BOOST PUBLIC SERVICE

A total of five figures who are experts in their fields will 
present their papers in the seminar namely the Director of 
Institute of Quality Management (IPQ) UUM, Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Haim Hilman Abdullah; Deputy Secretary - General 
Strategic Planning & Management, Dr. Aminuddin Hassim; 
Chief Executive Officer, Ahmad Idham Film Academy, 
Ahmad Idham Ahmad Nadzri; Chief Executive Officer, 
Inland Revenue Board, Tan Sri Datuk Dr Mohd Shukor 
Mahfar and Director General of the Prisons Department of 
Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Zulkifli Omar.

The seminar was officiated by Sabah State Assembly 
Speaker, Yang Berhormat Datuk Seri Panglima Dr. Mohd. 
Salleh Tun Said Keruak.

He said the government fully supports the efforts of the 
state government in organising events which specifically 
guarantees the public’s welfare.

MeiJun.indd   12 9/1/15   9:12:17 AM



U U M  C h r O n I C l e  •  M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 5

BLUE OCEAN STRATEGY IN GOVERNANCE OF 
ORGANISATION HELPS BOOST PUBLIC SERVICE

“As we know, the Blue Ocean Strategy was introduced in 
2005 and in 2009 the Malaysian government launched the 
National Blue Ocean Strategy (NBOS).

With the efforts carried out so far and if practiced well, 
achievements and success of the administrative sector will 
continue to rise steadily towards excellence, “he said during 
the launch of the programme.

In a related development, as a sense of responsibility and 
concern for the disaster which struck the town of Ranau, 
Sabah recently, the Chancellery also launched the Sabah 
Earthquake Relief Caring Fund to assist the victims affected 
by the earthquake in the region.

Mr. Ahmad Rasidi said the proceeds of the contribution 
collected throughout the duration of the governance 

seminar will be a sincere contribution from UUM to the 
disaster-stricken Malaysians in Ranau, Sabah.

“It is hoped that this collection will be able to help those in 
need,” he said.

In the incident which took place at 7.15 am on Friday, an 
earthquake measuring 5.9 on the Richter scale struck the 
area of Ranau in Sabah, making it the strongest earthquake 
ever experienced in Malaysia so far.

The moderate earthquake was followed by a series of small 
tremors which were also felt in several places including 
Tambunan, Tuaran, Kota Kinabalu and Kota Belud.
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The Malaysian Institutions of Higher Learning (IPT) Golf 
Championship 2015 held at Amverton Cove Golf & Island 
Resort in Pulau Carey, Selangor from 8 – 10 May 2015 
featured 76 upcoming and talented amateur golfers from 
IPT and Community Colleges vying for the championship 
title this year.

Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) golfers dominated both 
men’s and women’s categories on the first day of the 
championship.

UUM golfer, Mr. Amirul Aizat Abdul Bahar did us proud by 
hitting a hole-in-one which qualified him for a special award 
from UUM Vice-Chancellor. Mr. Amirul Aizat, a golf ace of 
UUM National Golf Academy (NGA), is also a semester four 
student of the Bachelor of Communication (Hons.) degree 
at UUM.

According to his coach, Mr. Muhammad Hilmi Mahmud, the 
persistent efforts and dedication shown by Mr. Amirul Aizat 
has earned him the meritorious achievement. Aizat was 
crowned the runner-up champion at the Tan Sri Muhyiddin 
Yassin Golf Challenge in 2012.

“I am truly pleased with the achievement and I look forward 
to a more brilliant game and claim the coveted title,” he said 
when met at the championship.

UUM TEES-OFF TO A GREAT 
START ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
2015 MALAYSIAN INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHIP

STUDENTS SHOWCASE CREATIVE WORK 
AT SMMTC WEEK 2015
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STUDENTS SHOWCASE CREATIVE WORK 
AT SMMTC WEEK 2015
The School of Multimedia and Communication Technology 
(SMMTC), Universiti Utara Malaysia held the SMMTC Week 
2015 for two weeks commencing 10 May 2015.

The opening ceremony was graced by the Kedah State 
Assemblyman, Dato’ Norsabrina Mohd Noor who is also 
the Chairperson of Science, Innovation and Information 
Technology, Communications and High-Technology and 
Human Resources committee.

In her speech, Dato’ Norsabrina stressed on the application 
of information and communication technologies in education 
as a means to ensure the development of our country. This 
effort will help to instigate a knowledge-based economy 
(k-economy).

She added that, with the availability of sophisticated 
technology nowadays, the concept of ICT must be 
incorporated in the education sector where it will indirectly 
generate a savvy group of students, and accordingly 
contribute to economic development in future.

Dato’ Norsabrina expressed her admiration to SMMTC for 
their dedication to ensure the success of the programme. 
At the same event, Dato’ Norsabrina also launched QR @ 
SMMTC, and thenceforth presented the Dean’s Award to 39 
SMMTC students who received the Grade Point Average 
(GPA) of 3.5 and above for the first semester of 2014/2015 
session.

QR @ SMMTC is a project developed by the Innovative 
and Creative Circle (ICC) group, co-founded by the Dean 
of SMMTC and the Assistant Registrar to simplify the 
information delivery system among students and staff where 
access to information can be obtained only by scanning the 
code.

The use of QR or “Quick Response” has been utilised in 
matters for instance, the dissemination of information from 
the school, access to academic and administrative staff 
profile, access to websites, social media as well as web 
TV.

The Dean of SMMTC, Dr. Rosli Mohammed said, SMMTC 
Week 2015, with the theme “Green Forest”, intends to 
bring together and showcase the students’ creative work 
throughout semester A142.

Students will receive input and feedback from experts 
made up of lecturers and industry practitioners regarding 
their final project. This will indirectly boost their confidence 
in publicising their creative work to the public.

A host of activities have been lined-up throughout 
SMMTC Week 2015 including an event with the Alumni 
of SMMTC, a media forum with Datuk Ahmad A. Talib and 
Datuk Mior Kamarulbaid Mior Shahid, academic seminar, 
talks, exhibitions, and religious programme in addition to 
recreational activities.

MeiJun.indd   15 9/1/15   9:12:22 AM



U U M  C h r O n I C l e  •  M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 5

Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) students who demonstrated 
outstanding and exemplary performance in various types of 
activities and programmes throughout 2014 were honoured 
in an awards ceremony, “Majlis Anugerah Kerana Jasa” 
(AKJ 2014), which was held at the Mu’adzam Shah Hall, 
recently.

This prestigious awards ceremony was organised by the 
Student Affairs Department in recognition of outstanding 
students who had brought great honour to the university 
through their excellent and significant achievements at 
different levels. The awards ceremony was also imbued 
with the hope of inspiring the students to further improve 
themselves and reinforce their performance academically 
as well as developing their personal character and 
strengthening their leadership ability.

The opening ceremony of AKJ 2014 was officiated by 
the Deputy Minister of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and 
Local Government, Yang Berhormat Datuk Halimah Mohd 
Sadique.

In her opening speech, Datuk Halimah pointed out the 
importance of students having the requisite attitude and 
culture of high performance in every field if they aspired to 
become outstanding, knowledgeable, proactive, and truly 
competent individuals.

She added that leadership was an important skill that should 
be cultivated in all students. Leadership skills, she said, 
could be enhanced through involvement in student activities 
related to scholarship, culture, society and entertainment.

According to her, as future leaders, students must have 
three criteria i.e. idealism, activism and intellectualism, in 
addition to equipping themselves with sound knowledge, 
skills, and availing themselves of every opportunity that 
arises at the university to gain as much experience as 
possible.

Early on, in his welcoming speech, the Vice-Chancellor of 
UUM, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, said 
that UUM placed great emphasis on student development 
with the aim of producing well-balanced and wholesome 
graduates.

“Student involvement in co-curricular activities is very 
important to the personality development of the students, 
which, in turn, will help in creating human capital who are 
balanced in a variety of aspects. If students concentrate 
only on studying and developing their mental faculty without 
making any effort to develop other aspects of human 
ability, then we will not be able to produce well-rounded 
graduates.

OUTSTANDING STUDENT SERVICE 
AWARDS CEREMONY 2014 (AKJ 2014) 
HONOURS EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS

“Student involvement in soft skills activities is an added 
value that will certainly help them in the world of work. 
Moreover, participation in these activities will develop their 
sensitivity towards others in society and things happening 
around them, especially when the students are involved in 
community activities,” he said.

Awards under a total of 35 categories were presented 
at this year’s ceremony, among which were the Best 
Student Award (Male and Female), Cultural Award (Male 
and Female), Al-Farabi Spirituality Award, Exemplary 
Character Award, Entrepreneurship Award, and also a new 
award introduced this year called the Special Outstanding 
Achievement Award.

The Best Student Award (Male) was presented to Choo 
Weng Loon and the Best Student Award (Female) went to 
Nur Syafiqah Rozani. Each took home a full sponsorship for 
an international seminar, a certificate, a blazer, and a plaque. 
The TM Student Residential Hall (SRH) was conferred the 
Best SRH Award and Muhammad Wafiyuddin Abdul Manaf 
received the Special Outstanding Achievement Award.

The awards were presented by Datuk Halimah Mohd 
Sadique and the Vice-Chancellor.

Also present at the awards ceremony were Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Student Affairs & Alumni), Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Abdul Malek Hj Abdul Karim; Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research & Innovation), Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Saleh, and 
other senior officers of the University.

UNITV SET 
TO BECOME 
MEDIUM OF 
COMMUNICATION 
FOR STUDENTS 
AND LECTURERS 
IN LEARNING AND 
TEACHING
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OUTSTANDING STUDENT SERVICE 
AWARDS CEREMONY 2014 (AKJ 2014) 
HONOURS EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS

UNITV SET 
TO BECOME 
MEDIUM OF 
COMMUNICATION 
FOR STUDENTS 
AND LECTURERS 
IN LEARNING AND 
TEACHING
The signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
between Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) and Orangetree 
Production Sdn. Bhd. hopes to open a new chapter in 
establishing a string of network cooperation.

UUM was represented by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak while Orangetree 
Production was represented by its Producer, Dato’ Jaspal 
Singh Sher Singh.

The ceremony was witnessed by the Director General of 
Higher Education Department, Ministry of Education, Datuk 
Prof. Dr. Asma Ismail who also graciously launched the 
UniTV project.

In her speech, Prof. Dr. Asma expressed hope that the 
collaboration between UUM and Orangetree Production 
namely the UniTv project will spur more cooperation 
between private organisations and public universities.

“I view the UniTV project as a project which has a great 
deal of potential especially when both parties work together 
and place emphasis on the content.

“However, I wish to see a system that could control the 
materials being uploaded onto the website. This is because 
all discussions which take place must be done in civilized 
and professional manner,” she said.

She also congratulated UUM School of Quantitative 
Science for successfully obtaining accreditation and 
academic certification for its Bachelor of Science with 
Honours (Business Mathematics) programme from the 
Asean University Network Quality Assurance (AUN-QA).

According to her, with the recognition gained, UUM is set to 
achieve the world class university status thus establishing 
itself as the Eminent Management University.

Meanwhile, the Vice-Chancellor said that the signing of 
the MoU has indirectly helped to realise the setting up of 
the UniTV project which in turn will become a platform that 
offers comprehensive services in various forms of media 
including video applications.

He said the collaboration between the two parties will be 
further enhanced with local intellectual contents. In turn the 
UniTv project will become the medium of communication 
amongst students and lecturers on campus as well as for 
the public.

He also added that through UniTv, students have the 
opportunity to make media partnerships in the form of film, 
drama and short film. In fact, lecturers can also conduct 
their lectures, deliver presentations and handle tutorials 
through this channel.

“UniTV can be viewed as an addition to the current approach 
in obtaining information related to the teaching and learning 
activities. It also helps deliver career-related information, 
provide business opportunity and act as news outlets 
published by ministries, public and private universities.

“Obviously, the UniTv project will ensure that students 
receive services at their fingertips, thus reduce bureaucracy 
and simplify the various laborious processes on campus,” 
he said.

UniTV highlights five key elements, namely web-based 
streaming, mobile applications, daily-updated materials, 
usage of television channels as well as educational and 
fictional materials of various forms.

UUM will also collaborate with Orangetree Production in 
implementing the MySekolah project.

Also present at the ceremony were the member of the 
University Board of Directors cum Chairman of Uniutama 
Management Holdings Sdn. Bhd. (UMHSB), Dato’ Paduka 
Abdul Rahman Ibrahim; Chairman of Uniutama Education 
and Consultancy Sdn. Bhd., Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd 
Nasir Mohd Ashraf; actor, Dato’ Eizlan Yusof and senior 
UUM officials and representatives from the Orangetree 
Production Sdn. Bhd.
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Varsity Mall is set to enhance the image of Universiti Utara 
Malaysia (UUM) as the pioneer in providing a modern 
student mall when its upgrading is completed early next 
year.

With regard to this, UUM has signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA) with Magna Hartamas Sdn. Bhd., 
a company owned by an alumnus of UUM, to build and 
manage the Varsity Mall.

UUM was represented by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ 
Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, while Magna Hartamas 
was represented by its Managing Director, Mr. Mohd Nizam 
Morad.

The MoA signing ceremony was held at the Hotel Seri 
Pacific, Kuala Lumpur.

In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor said that the project was 
in line with the Ministry’s intention of applying the values   
of entrepreneurship amongst students by developing and 
upgrading the existing on-campus business complexes.

“This coincides with the desire of UUM to become an 
essential stopover destination. A modern, self-contained, 
Varsity Mall will certainly accrue added value in the eyes of 
local and foreign tourists.

“The existing building will be transformed into two blocks, 
thus facilitating the increase in the number of business lots 
from the present 44 to 82. This would afford more students 
the opportunity of doing business on the premises under 
the student entrepreneurship programme,” he said.

He added that, with the signing of the MoA, UUM had 
moved a step further forward in the provision of modern 

VARSITY MALL TO GET NEW LOOK WITH 
A TOUCH OF THE LATEST TREND

infrastructure for the needs of the students with the 
contribution of the UUM alumni in helping implement the 
Varsity Mall project.

Meanwhile, the Managing Director of Magna Hartamas, 
Mr. Mohd Nizam Morad, said that the Varsity Mall project 
was an effort towards transforming the present Mall with 
enhancements in a bid to accommodate the increasing 
number of students whilst modernising the existing facilities 
and services.

According to him, the upgrading work encompassed three 
main elements, namely the design of the roof, the full air-
conditioning of the building, and the green building concept, 
which would provide returns in the form of comfort and 
satisfaction to those visiting Varsity Mall.

“The upgrading project, which entails a cost of nearly 
MYR8 million for work that covers renovating, upgrading, 
managing, and maintaining the Varsity Mall, will commence, 
by the latest, in August.

“This project will provide all round benefits in that the 
university management will acquire an asset embodying 
the trend of the times, the campus community will have 
an on-campus shopping complex on par with off-campus 
shopping complexes, and more entrepreneurs will have a 
platform from which to expand their businesses,” he said.

Among those present at the MoA signing ceremony were 
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni), 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek Abdul Karim; the Director of 
Magna Hartamas Sdn. Bhd., Mr. Aznan Rizal Mohd Shafri, 
and senior officers of UUM and Magna Hartamas.

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS AND LONDON 
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL 
SCIENCE (LSE) RENEWED EFFORTS TO 
FURTHER CONSOLIDATE ACADEMIC 
PARTNERSHIP WITH UUM
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VARSITY MALL TO GET NEW LOOK WITH 
A TOUCH OF THE LATEST TREND

United Kingdom - Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) has taken 
another significant step forward in the field of education by 
forming strategic partnership with top ranking universities in 
the world, especially in the United Kingdom.

UUM has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the University of Leeds and an official visit was also 
made to the London School of Economics and Political 
Science (LSE).

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak said the bilateral collaborations between 
UUM and the University of Leeds can be traced back to 
2011 and both universities have made binding commitment 
to further induce the academic partnership to an even 
higher levels of cooperation.

“During the meeting, discussions were initiated concerning 
the prospect of collaborative partnerships in post doctoral 
programme, research fellowship between both universities 
and also the introduction of a special research model 
for UUM staff at the Master’s level including developing 

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS AND LONDON 
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL 
SCIENCE (LSE) RENEWED EFFORTS TO 
FURTHER CONSOLIDATE ACADEMIC 
PARTNERSHIP WITH UUM

collaborative academic partnership with Leeds Business 
School specifically for the Executive Programme,” he 
added.

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leeds, Sir Alan 
Langland expressed his sincere happiness at the opportunity 
to foster academic collaborative partnership with UUM and 
he was also very pleased to know that the Vice-Chancellor 
of UUM is the alumnus of the University of Leeds.

UUM delegation along with UUM Adjunct Professor, Tan 
Sri Munir Majid who is a fellow at LSE, visited the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). They 
were given a warm welcome by Prof. Tim Forsyth and Prof. 
Dany Quah, who then conducted a discussion concerning 
the Executive M.Sc. in Public Policy programme, a tailor-
made UUM-LSE programme which will see UUM as the 
feeder for the Malaysian and South East Asian market.

Tan Sri Munir has also proposed that the launching ceremony 
for the programme concurred with the ASEAN Summit 
scheduled to be held in Kuala Lumpur in November.
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UUM AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGE TO COLLABORATE 
ON STRENGTHENING THE 
INTERNATIONALISATION AGENDA
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In an effort to further strengthen its internationalisation 
and ranking agenda, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) has 
forged a collaborative link with the University of Cambridge 
through the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) 
with the said university.

The MoA signing ceremony took place during a visit made by 
the Vice-Chancellor of UUM, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak, to Judge Business School (JBS), University 
of Cambridge, at the end of May 2015.

During the visit, the Vice-Chancellor and his delegation 
were well-received and feted by Prof. Christoph Loch, the 
Dean of Judge Business School; Prof. Peter Hiscocks, CEO 
of JBS Executive Education; Mr. Harold Chee, Academic 
Director of JBS Executive Education; and Prof. Kishore 
Sengupta, Fellow at JBS.

In the course of the discussions there, UUM and the 
University of Cambridge agreed to host the Advanced 
Executive Programme, which is to be jointly managed with 
the Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate School of Business 
(OYAGSB) UUM.

The Vice-Chancellor expressed his delight over the historic 
ties UUM had established with the University of Cambridge, 
a celebrated university ranked as the second best university 
in the world.

During their stay there, the Vice-Chancellor and the other 
members of the UUM delegation had the opportunity to visit 
Cambridge Silicon Valley, where the centres of advanced 
research and innovation in Europe are located. There, 
Penang-born Dr. Soraya Jones, Resident Fellow at St. 
John’s Innovation Centre, gave a briefing on the operation 
and functions of both the centre and the laboratory.

The Vice-Chancellor and his delegation were also taken on 
a tour of the campus with visits to the lecture and residential 
halls which are to be utilised by the participants who will 
be attending the OYAGSB-Cambridge Judge Business 
School Entrepreneurship and Innovation Premier Training 
Programme in September.

Among the UUM delegates visiting Cambridge were 
the Dean of OYAGSB, Prof. Dr. Noor Azizi Ismail and 
the Assistant Vice-Chancellor of the College of Law, 
Government and International Studies (COLGIS), Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Bashawir Ahmad Abdul Ghani.

UUM AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGE TO COLLABORATE 
ON STRENGTHENING THE 
INTERNATIONALISATION AGENDA

MeiJun.indd   21 9/1/15   9:12:31 AM



U U M  C h r O n I C l e  •  M A Y - J U N E  2 0 1 5

UUM IN TALKS WITH HEBEI UNIVERSITY 
OVER POTENTIAL COLLABORATION
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Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) today received a delegation 
from Hebei University, China. The delegation of four 
members was led by its President, Prof. Fu Guansheng.

The visit aims to discuss possible academic and research 
collaboration between the two universities.

The Hebei University delegates began their visit at UUM 
Welcome Centre and then paid a courtesy call on UUM 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak in his office.

Also present were Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research 
and Innovation), Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Saleh; Director of 
Research and Innovation Management Centre (RIMC), Prof. 
Dr. Kalsom Kayat; Director of Centre for International Affairs 
and Cooperation (CIAC), Assoc. Prof. Dr Hijattulah Abdul 
Jabbar and Prof. Dr. K. Kuperan a/l K.V.S.N Viswanathan 
from Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate School of Business 
(OYAGSB).

Prof. Dr. Kalsom Kayat said the visit also aims to discuss 
several matters including a plan to establish a Confucius 
Institute in UUM and to renew the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between both universities. Besides, 
both institutions have agreed to sign a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MoA).

UUM would also collaborate with Hebei University on other 
activities such as student and staff mobility programme as 
well as to conduct joint research and consultation.

UUM IN TALKS WITH HEBEI UNIVERSITY 
OVER POTENTIAL COLLABORATION
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VICE-CHANCELLOR RECEIVES COURTESY 
CALL MADE BY DELEGATION FROM 
GUIZHOU EDUCATION UNIVERSITY

The Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM), Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, received a courtesy 
call made by a delegation from the Guizhou Education University, China in his office.

The delegation, led by the Chairman of Guizhou Education University, Prof Yang Chen, along with the Director of International 
Office, Associate Professor Youxin Wang; the Director of the School of Foreign Languages, Ms. Yao Zhang; the Director of 
the School of Arts, Associate Professor Dan Wei and the Director of the Center for Economic and Political Studies, Yongjie 
Zhou.

The visit aims to discuss possible collaborative partnerships between Guizhou Education University and Universiti Utara 
Malaysia (UUM).

The Director of the Centre for Cooperation and International Affairs (CIAC), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hijattulah Abdul Jabbar was 
also present to accompany the delegation.

MeiJun.indd   24 9/1/15   9:12:43 AM


