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After 15 rewarding years of hard work 
and dedication, ‘The Politics of Bangsa 
Malaysia: Nation-Building In a Multi-Ethnic 
Society’ authored by Universiti Utara 
Malaysia (UUM) Vice-Chancellor, Prof 
Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, 
was finally published.

The book launching ceremony was graced 
by the presence of the fourth Prime Minister 
of Malaysia, Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad accompanied by 
his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali at 
Istana Hotel, Kuala Lumpur.

Prof Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak said that the contents of the book 
was drawn from the main section of his 
PhD research thesis completed at the 
University of Leeds, United Kingdom. The 
fourth Prime Minister, Tun Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad envisaged the Vision 2020 
during his tenure as the fourth Prime 
Minister of Malaysia.

He said that, the notion of “Bangsa 
Malaysia” or the Malaysian Race is the core 
principle and essence in the bid to create 
a united and harmonious Malaysia.

“This book attempts to offer answers to 
some basic issues such as the meaning 



TUN DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD 
LAUNCHES ‘THE POLITICS
OF BANGSA MALAYSIA’

of “Bangsa Malaysia” and whether this notion 
demonstrates the multi-ethnic connotation that 
“Bangsa Malaysia” is the new-fangled national 
identity that serves to consolidate nationalism in 
Malaysia.

“Furthermore, this book also explicitly examines the 
questions of ethnicity, nationalism and nation-building 
for the reasons that these issues are the ones that 
have played very significant roles in shaping the 
political history in the 20th century,” he said.

In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor hoped that the 
contents of the book will amply serve its purpose in 
terms of political knowledge expansion along with 
assisting stakeholders in embracing the government 
policy, understanding the history and envisioning the 
creation of the “nation-of-intent” or “dream nation”.

‘The Politics of Bangsa Malaysia: Nation-Building in 
a Multi-ethnic Society’ revolves around the political 
scenario in Malaysia and the process of nation 
building post 1970’s, particularly within the notion of 
“Bangsa Malaysia” as envisaged in the Vision 2020 
project, initiated by Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in 
1991.

The book also explores on the alternative perspectives 
in the analysis of the ethnic relations and identity in 
Malaysia.



To commemorate the 30 years of the establishment of 
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM), the 4th Prime Minister, 
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad was honoured at the Alumni Hi- 
Tea Ceremony : An Evening With Tun Dr Mahathir at Istana 
Hotel , Kuala Lumpur recently .

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak was present to welcome Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad 
and his wife, Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

In his speech Dr. Mahathir expressed great pride with the 
accomplishments achieved by UUM since its establishment 
30 years ago. To date, UUM has produced well over 100,000 
successful alumni in the respective fields of management. 
These alumni who are flung far and near have created many 
successes both locally and internationally.

He said the establishment of UUM was timely as the country 
was in need of an institution of higher learning that focuses 
on the area of management, a field which was highly sought 
after at the time.

“When I was the Prime Minister, it dawned on me that the 
country was in need of an institution that could educate 
Malaysians on management.

TUN DR MAHATHIR 
HONOURED AT ALUMNI 
HI-TEA CEREMONY



“I am confident that with efficient management, all work will 
be better organised and the possibility for success is far 
greater,” he said.

Tun Dr. Mahathir also expressed his confidence that 
the immense contribution made by UUM in the field of 
management will help spur better management practices 
amongst administrators, managers and CEOs in managing 
state and country affairs as well as business in the country 
and abroad. Hence, UUM is well on its way to becoming the 
eminent management university.

The hi-tea ceremony was held in conjunction with the 30th 
anniversary of UUM. The event which was organised by the 
Student Affairs and Alumni Department also successfully 
attracted a total of 180 alumni.

Since its inception, UUM has produced both local and 
international graduates of various levels of learning. As 
such this demonstrates UUM achievements in producing 
outstanding graduates to meet the human resource needs 
of the job market locally as well as abroad.

Such achievements are evident namely in the success of 
many alumni who hold key positions in the corporate as well 

as the government sector and alumni who have made name 
for themselves in politics and business.

During a question and answer session, Tun Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad graciously shared his experiences and ideas on 
ways to further develop UUM while answering questions 
posed by the alumni.

Meanwhile, Dato’ Md Nizam Sheriff, the Executive Director 
of Maya Maju Sdn. Bhd., expressed his happiness to be 
reunited with old friends as well as delight on being an 
alumnus of UUM.

He also expressed confidence that UUM could achieve its 
vision and mission of becoming the eminent management 
university.

Also present at the ceremony were the member of the 
University Board of Directors, Dato’ Paduka Abdul Rahman 
Ibrahim; members of the University Management Committee , 
Deputy Vice -Chancellor (Academic and International Affairs), 
Prof. Dr. Hassan Ali and Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student 
Affairs and Alumni), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek Abdul 
Karim.



A notable book written by the Vice-Chancellor of Universiti 
Utara Malaysia (UUM), Prof Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak entitled ‘The Politics of Bangsa Malaysia: Nation-
Building in a Multiethnic Society’ made it to the bestseller’s 
shelf at Kinokuniya, KLCC.

The book, published by UUM-owned publisher UUM Press, 
is also available nationwide at major book stores and 
dealers such as MPH, Borders and also at the Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport (KLIA).

Moreover, ‘The Politics of Bangsa Malaysia: Nation-Building 
in a Multiethnic Society’ landed on Kinokuniya Bestseller’s 
List after only a week of sales. This debut has certainly 
overthrown the book written by the former Prime Minister of 
Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew entitled ‘One Man’s View Of The 
World’ which was listed at the third place on the list.

THE POLITICS OF BANGSA 
MALAYSIA MADE IT TO THE 
BEST SELLER’S SHELF AT 
KINOKUNIYA,
KLCC

‘The Politics of Bangsa Malaysia: Nation-Building in a 
Multiethnic Society’ was launched by the the fourth Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad in March 2014. The book revolves 
around the political scenario in Malaysia and the process of 
nation building post 1970’s, particularly within the notion of 
“Bangsa Malaysia” as envisaged in the Vision 2020 project 
and initiated by Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in 1991.The book 
also explores on the alternative perspectives in the analysis 
of the ethnic relations and identity in Malaysia.

The Politics of Bangsa Malaysia: Nation-Building in a 
Multiethnic Society may also be purchased online at www.
uumpress.com.my.



Universiti Utara Maaysia (UUM) Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’  
Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa Ishak paid a courtesy visit to 
the Minister of Youth and Sport , the Honourable Mr Khairy 
Jamaludin recently.

During the visit, the UUM Vice-Chancellor extended a formal 
invitation to the Honourable Mr Khairy Jamaludin to attend 
the Anugerah Kerana Jasa Ceremony scheduled in May, as 
the guest of honour. The Honourable Mr Khairy Jamaludin 
agreed to grace the event and expressed his keen interest to 
meet up with the youths in the northern region.

In a related development, the UUM Vice-Chancellor also 
extended an invitation to the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
to jointly organise the ASEAN University Youth Summit, 
scheduled in November with the Student Development and 

Alumni UUM CAS as well as the UUM Student Affairs and 
Alumni Department. During the discussion, the Honourable 
Mr Khairy Jamaludin welcomed and praised UUM for 
spearheading the idea of organising such a summit in line 
with the establishment of the ASEAN community by 2015.
He also said that organising such an event would be a very 
meaningful way of celebrating the three decades of the 
founding of UUM.

Also present at the discussion were Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Student Affairs and Alumni), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek 
Abdul Karim, Dean of UUM CAS Student Development and 
Alumni, Dr. Massudi Mahmuddin and Assistant Director of 
Student Affairs Department, Mr Mohd Zulkifli Bin Mohd Noor 
@ Muhammad.

UUM VICE-CHANCELLOR
MADE A COURTESY VISIT
TO THE MINISTRY
OF YOUTH AND SPORTS



Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) received a visit by a 
delegation of inspectors from the Implementation and 
Coordination Unit, Prime Minister’s Department (JPM) this 
morning. The delegation was warmly received by UUM 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Innovation), Prof 
Dr Abdul Razak Saleh at the University Board of Director’s 
Meeting Room.

This delegation was headed by the Deputy Director of 
Statutory Bodies & Institutions Development Division, 
Transformation and ICU Delivery Sector, Rabatul Adayiah 
Mohd Isa, accompanied by two ICU officers, Suhaidi Amin 
and Maghfirah Mohd Yunus.

In his welcoming remarks, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research and Innovation), Prof Dr Abdul Razak Saleh 
urged the university management team to extend their full 
support and cooperation to the team of ICU inspectors.

“The main objectives of this visit was to monitor and 
examine the management aspects of the Statutory Bodies 
& Institutions Development, evaluate the execution and 
performance of government funded development projects 
and programmes and also to conduct discussion on the 
outcome of development projects and programmes. ICU 
also acts as the coordinator, monitor and controller of 

government’s policy enforcement to ensure compliance with 
the requirements set by the government.

This is the first visit from the ICU to UUM. I earnestly hope 
that this inspection practice will help us to achieve excellence 
in our daily performance at the university,” he said.

Meanwhile, Rabatul Adayiah said that part of the programmes 
planned during this visit include a briefing session, discussion 
as well as document inspection. During the welcoming 
briefing, the delegation from ICU was given a preview on 
the background of the university, functions, objectives, main 
programmes and activities, the most recent strategic plans, 
the periodic achievement levels of the Key Performance 
Index (KPI) and well as the evaluation on the outcome of the 
programmes and activities held in UUM.

The briefing was presented by the Director of Corporate 
Planning Unit, Prof Madya Dr Nor Aziah Abdul Manaf.

Also present at the event were the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Academic and International Affairs), Prof Dr Hassan Ali, 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni), Assoc 
Prof Dr Abdul Malek Abdul Karim and UUM officers.

UUM WELCOMES DELEGATION 
FROM THE IMPLEMENTATION AND 
COORDINATION UNIT (ICU), PRIME 
MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT (JPM)



The Mayang Sari Bistro has become the latest symbol of 
pride for Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) and the Executive 
Development Centre (EDC) UUM, when it was declared 
open by UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak recently.

The latest edition to the EDC UUM, Mayang Sari Bistro is 
a café that boasts a combination of bistro and fine dining 
concept as well as intertwining with Hawker’s Night.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak, who came up with the idea of setting up 
Bistro Mayang Sari said that in order for the university to 
move towards internationalization, it must possess facilities 
such as this restaurant.

“A good university requires good facilities such as an 
extensive library, well-stocked bookstores and senior 
common room. Besides being another pride of UUM, the 
bistro also could be a place for students and staff to relax, 
interact and socialize with each other,” he said in his speech 
at the opening of Mayang Sari Bistro EDC- UUM recently.

Mayang Sari Bistro menu promises to be a showcase of well-
loved Western and Italian Cuisine, as well as scrumptious 
local dishes. A selection of the latest drinks like mocktails, 
specially brewed coffee, ice blended and others, complement 
the menu.

MAYANG SARI BISTRO,
LATEST SYMBOL OF PRIDE 
FOR UUM

The black and red colour scheme chosen as the décor of 
the Bistro projects the aura of excellence, brilliance, courage 
and pride. With the ability to accommodate 100 diners, 
Mayang Sari Bistro operates from 10.30 am until 11.00 pm 
from Sundays through Thursdays. Meanwhile operation 
hours extend to 1.00 am during weekends and patrons 
can entertain themselves with live entertainment such as 
karaoke, live sports telecast, movie shows and live bands.

Meanwhile, the General Manager of EDC-UUM, Wan Husaini 
Wan Ab Rahman in his speech expressed hope that Mayang 
Sari Bistro would live up to become a symbol of success and 
pride for both UUM and UUM EDC .

“I also hope that the UUM community will give their 
unwavering support and help promote Mayang Sari Bistro to 
the public,” he said at the ceremony.

He also expressed his gratitude to all those who had rendered 
their support, commitment and cooperation to ensure the 
success of the event.

Also present at the opening ceremony were the Deputy 
Vice -Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni ), Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Abdul Malek Abdul Karim, member of the University 
Management Committee, Prof. Dr. Rushami Zien Yusoff 
and General Manager of EDC-UUM, Wan Husaini Wan Ab 
Rahman .



Reading culture should be encouraged and nurtured 
especially among the younger generation in order to create 
the desired knowledgeable society.

Kedah Executive Council Member and State Education, 
Transportation and Public Works Committee Chairman, 
Dato’ Haji Tajul Urus Mat Zain believed that this annual 
event will encourage the reading culture as well as promote 
the joys of reading.

“The timely scheduling of the Utara Book Fair 2014 will 
benefit the university students since they have just received 
the 1Malaysia Book Voucher. Students can purchase a lot 
of carefully selected and high-interests reading materials at 
the book fair. This will indirectly inculcate the reading habit 
among Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) community”, he 
said at the launching ceremony of the Utara Book Fair 2014 
representing Kedah Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Mukhriz Tun 
Mahathir at the Sultanah Bahiyah Library Foyer, UUM.

UTARA BOOK FAIR 2014
PROMOTES
READING
CULTURE

The Assistant Vice- Chancellor of UUM College of Business 
(UUMCOB), Prof Dr Rushami Zien Yusoff said, UUM aims 
to cultivate the wonderful habit of reading as part of the 
people’s lifestyle.

“For that reason, I sincerely hope that we will uphold and 
nurture the reading habit since reading is the foundation 
of all knowledge and it is the key to tap into this amazing 
and growing world of knowledge,” he said when met at the 
launching ceremony.

This year, for the fourth time, UUM Press has successfully 
organised the Utara Book Fair 2014 in collaboration with 
Malaysian Scholarly Publishing Council (MAPIM), The 
National Book Council of Malaysia (MBKM), Malaysian 
Book Publishers Association (MABOPA) and the Sultanah 
Bahiyah Library UUM.

A prize giving ceremony for the Most Frequent Library Users 
2013 and the winners of the Web of Knowledge 2013 Quiz 
was also held during the launching ceremony.



Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) is committed to working 
with the Kedah State Government in developing the field of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for the 
people.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak said in his speech that UUM intends to extend 
its WiFi coverage to the surrounding areas in order to reduce 
the digital divide that exists as well as to assist the state 
government in developing ICT knowledge advancement 
projects for the communities in and around the Sintok 
Valley.

“If everyone has access to the internet, it can indirectly 
reduce the digital divide between rural and urban community, 
as such vital transformation is set to take place whereby a 
larger portion of the community will become more advanced 
in fields such as education, business and so on.

UUM is also committed to working with the state 
government in developing a Science Park project which 
will be implemented soon,” he said at a ceremony where 
18 recipients from various groups received their computer 
laptops courtesy of UUM recently.

UUM donated a total of 380 computers through its subsidiary, 
UUM R&D Serindit Com Sdn. Bhd. (Serindit) to various 

NGOs , individuals , organizations, schools and associations 
from in and outside the state of Kedah.

Certificates were presented to the recipients by the member 
of the State Executive Council cum Chairperson of IT and 
Communications, Science, Innovation and Technology for 
the State of Kedah, the Honourable Datin Noor Norsabrina.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Serindit Board of Directors, 
Dato’ Paduka Hj Abdul Rahman Ibrahim said that the 
presentation of the computers is part of UUM corporate 
social responsibility (CSR).

“We hope this programme will help us improve and advance 
knowledge about IT and its importance, particularly among 
the people of Kedah and the nation at large,” he said in his 
welcoming speech.

On the same note during the press conference, Datin 
Norsabrina Mohd Noor said the presentation of the computers 
is the beginning of many more collaborations between the 
Kedah State Government and UUM in the field of ICT.

“With this partnership we will set up a centre called Digital 
Centre at the Urban Transformation Centre (UTC) in Alor 
Setar Kedah, that will serve as a point of reference on all 
matters pertaining to ICT,” she said.

UUM AND KEDAH STATE 
GOVERNMENT SET
TO COLLABORATE

IN THE FIELD OF ICT



UUM REVISES KEY
PERFORMANCE INDEX
(KPI) FOR STRATEGIC PLAN



Two vital goals on the Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) agenda 
are set on course with the Amendment and Enhancement of 
the Key Performance Index (KPI) for the UUM 2014 Strategic 
Plan Workshop at the Hydro Hotel Penang, Batu Ferringhi, 
Penang. Organised by the UUM Corporate Planning Unit, 
key personnel converged to discuss the two vital goals on 
the agenda namely, positioning UUM onto Asia’s top 50 
universities list as well as gaining recognition as the eminent 
management university by the year 2020.

Attended by a total of 118 Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 
administrative and management staff, the three-day 
workshop served as an avenue for members of staff, the 
University strategic plan committee members as well as the 
Vice-Chancellor to exchange viewpoints, offer suggestions, 
and share ideas on resolving problems so that efforts at 
making improvements could be put in motion in revising the 
key performance index for the strategic plan.

In addition, the workshop also aims to revise and enhance 
the KPIs of the five core strategies to help manoeuvre 
the university towards becoming a Research University 
(RU) and realising the aspiration of becoming the eminent 
management university.

In his welcoming speech, the UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa Ishak emphasized on 
the changes that must take place in order to transform the 
university into a high performance organisation.

“Characteristics of high performance organisations need to 
be understood by the management and then imparted to the 
subordinate staff in order to propel the university into a high 
performance organisation.

One of the most important characteristics of an organisation 
made up of high achievers is ‘bringing out the best in people’. 
A high achieving organization acknowledges its workers as 
important assets and tries to improve the competence level 
of its workers on various aspects, such as management, 
leadership, publishing and research,” said he said.



Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM), Prof 
Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa Ishak highlighted four key 
principles to Othman Yeop Abdullah, in marking the Graduate 
School Of Business (OYAGSB) as a centre of excellence in 
management and as a leading business school.

“We put a far higher priority to obtain the AACSB 
accreditation, the usage of case studies, develop the 
Executive Development Programmes (EDP) and publish in 
high impact academic journal publications,” he said in his 
speech during the visit to OYAGSB, recently.

The Vice-Chancellor’s Le Tour de School  to OYAGSB was a 
continuation of a series of his visits to the Schools to discuss 
issues pertaining directions of each school with lecturers 

and staff, and this visit was his second visit this year after 
the School of Accountancy (SOA), last month.

During the visit, the Vice-Chancellor launched the Alumni 
Management System and Contact Management System, 
a system that allowed OYAGSB to connect and share 
information with its alumni around the world.

Dean of OYAGSB, Prof Dr Noor Azizi Ismail also presented a 
brief description of the past, present and future of OYAGSB 
in his speech.

Also present were the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research 
and Innovation), Prof Dr Abdul Razak Saleh, the university 
officials and the administrative staff of OYAGSB.

UUM VICE-CHANCELLOR
UNDERLINES FOUR
KEY PRINCIPLES TO OYAGSB



Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) welcomes a delegation 
of 56 customer service personnel from Public Institutions 
of Higher Education in the Northern Zone along with 
the Customer Service Coordinators from the Ministry of 
Education Malaysia (KPM).

The Head of the Public Relations and Customer Service 
Section KPM, who represented the Head of the Corporate 
Communication Unit (UKK) KPM, Saiful Hisham Mansor, 
said that the purpose of the visit was to learn as much 
as they can as well as to observe the complaint handling 
procedures in UUM.

“Each and every agency under KPM operates its own 
complaint management procedures and this diversity is 
actually an advantage for us. As we study the various 
procedures and systems implemented by various agencies, 
we become more and more cognizant of the diverse methods 
in handling complaints and this will be used to enhance our 
own complaint handling procedures,” he said.

The briefing for the delegation was conducted by Dr Roslan 
Jamaludin, the Director of UKK UUM. He then enlightened 
the delegation on the complaint handling procedures in UUM 
which is also known as the UUM Service Desk.

In his speech, he expressed his sincere thanks to KPM for 
visiting UUM in conjunction with the KPM Main Complaint 
Management Committee Meeting and he stated that UUM 

UUM WELCOMES DELEGATION FROM 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND 
CUSTOMER SERVICE COORDINATORS
(NORTHERN ZONE)

is very pleased with the opportunity to be engaged in open 
cooperation with KPM in order to offer the best practice in 
complaint handling. This cooperation also offers many obvious 
benefits to UUM in terms of improving the effectiveness and 
efficiency in complaint handling procedures.

Also present at the event were the Head of the Customer 
Relations and Customer Service for Institutions of Higher 
Education KPM, Datin Salehah Abdull Hak and university 
officers.



Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) continues to intensify its 
cooperation and strong commitment with the Royal Customs 
and Excise Department, Malaysia (JKDM) for the second 
time through the signing of the Memorandum of Agreement 
(MoA) at the Royal Customs and Excise Department 
Malaysia Head Office, Putrajaya. The MoA was signed by 
UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak and the Director General of JKDM Dato’ Sri Khazali 
Ahmad.

Through this agreement, the training programmes for 
Shipping Agent (KEP) as well as the Custom Agent (KEK) 
will be improved by introducing new precise areas namely 
the integrity aspects and case studies. These two high-
impact courses will meet the needs and requirements of 
custom personnel in custom management.

Speaking at the MoA signing ceremony, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr 
Mohamed Mustafa Ishak said that the courses will enhance 
the standard of professionalism of custom agents. Greater 
emphasis is given to improving the specialised knowledge 
and skills of the agents in accordance with the aim of JKDM 
to establish a society that is custom literate.

UUM STRENGTHENS COOPERATION
WITH THE ROYAL CUSTOMS AND EXCISE 

DEPARTMENT, MALAYSIA

“As of 2013, the Executive Development Centre (PPE) UUM 
and the Royal Malaysian Customs Academy (AKMAL) have 
successfully organised about 52 series of KEK training 
programmes and 37 series of KEP training programmes 
throughout Malaysia involving 3,241 participants for KEK 
and 1,309 participants for KEP,” he added.

The Federation of Malaysian Freight Forwarders (FMFF), 
Johor Port Shipping and Forwarding Association (JPSFA), 
Central Region Shipping Association (CRSA), J-Bunkering 
Services Association (J-Bunker) and Shipping Association 
Malaysia (SAM) have been actively involved in these training 
programmes.

Also present at the signing ceremony were the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Academic & International Affairs), Prof Dr Hassan 
Ali; Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research & Innovation), Prof 
Dr Abdul Razak Saleh; The Director of PPE, Dr Mohd Sobri 
Don @ A. Wahab and university officers.



With the overall score of 1,285, 205 under-par, 
team Pinseekers defeated team Par Breakers 
at the Ihsan Golf Tournament Trophy Challenge 
2014 held at the Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 
golf course recently.

The prizes were presented to the winners by His 
Excellency, the Governor of Penang, Tun Dato’  
Seri Utama (Dr) Hj Abdul Rahman Hj Abbas at 
UUM EDC Hotel after the tournament.

Also present at the prize giving ceremony was 
UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr 
Mohamed Mustafa Ishak and main sponsor of the 
golf tournament, Hj Norazmi Hj Ihsan.

In his welcoming speech, UUM Vice-Chancellor 
expressed his gratitude and appreciation to both 
honoured guests for making the event possible. 

During his speech, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak lauded the idea of making the 
Ihsan Golf Tournament Trophy Challenge an 
annual event as a way of motivating the students 

PINSEEKERS EMERGED 
CHAMPION AT IHSAN GOLF 
TOURNAMENT TROPHY 
CHALLENGE 2014

at the UUM National Golf Academy (NGA) to 
demonstrate their skills and talents. The idea of 
organising such an event came from Tun Dato’ 
Seri Utama (Dr) Hj Abdul Rahman Hj Abbas who 
is a golf enthusiast. His enthusiasm is also shared 
by Hj Norazmi Hj Ihsan who graciously sponsored 
the event.

“Through tournaments organised by the UUM 
NGA, I fervently hope that UUM will produce many 
outstanding golfers who not only will represent the 
university but also the nation at the Asian level in 
the near future,” he said.

The first of its kind golf tournament enabled the 
15- student member Pinseekers team to win cash 
prize of RM500 per person, while the runners-up 
received RM100 each.

Also present were Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Student Affairs and Alumni), Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Abdul Malek Abdul Karim and UUM senior 
officers.



UNIVERSITI UTARA MALAYSIA (UUM) OFFERS 
EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE IN PRACTICAL SOCIAL 
WORK (SPEC) FOR WELFARE DEPARTMENT (JKM) STAFF



The long-standing collaboration between UUM and JKM 
is further strengthened when the two parties signed a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) to offer the Executive 
Certificate in Practical Social Work (SPEC) at the Industrial 
Training and Rehabilitation Centre (PLPP) Bangi, Selangor 
recently.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr Mohamed Mustafa 
Ishak and the Director General of JKM, Dato’ Norani Mohd 
Hashim signed the MoA that will be in force for a period of 
five years. The signing ceremony was witnessed by Prof 
Madya Dr Noraniza Ishak, the Dean of the School of Social 
Development, UUM and the Administrative Director of the 
Welfare Service JKM, Mohd Hazli Ahmad@Adnan.

Speaking at the MoA signing ceremony, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr 
Mohamed Mustafa Ishak said that the cooperation between 
UUM and JKM which dates back to 1997 commenced 
when the social work programme was established in the 
Department of Psychology and Social Work, School of 
Social Development, UUM.

“UUM was entrusted with the responsibility to conduct the 
short-term SPEC course since 2013 at UUM main campus 
in Sintok. To date, 66 JKM staff throughout the country has 
participated in this course. The course will provide participants 
the opportunities to discover the different aspects of material 
and module planning in preparation for social work contact 
and involvement. The knowledge sharing sessions as 
well as training and supervision will serve as avenues for 
participants to further enhance their professional knowledge 
of social work,” he said.

Thus, in order to be certified as licensed social workers, 
UUM is committed to providing JKM staff with expert advice 
and ongoing support to ensure that this course complies 
with the Social Work Act.

The Vice-Chancellor also expressed his sincere gratitude 
and appreciation to JKM for giving UUM the opportunity 
to organise the short-term course. About 2000 Community 
Development Assistants are expected to attend the course 
that will be conducted in stages.

UNIVERSITI UTARA MALAYSIA (UUM) OFFERS 
EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE IN PRACTICAL SOCIAL 
WORK (SPEC) FOR WELFARE DEPARTMENT (JKM) STAFF

Meanwhile, the Director General of JKM, Dato’ Norani Mohd 
Hashim expressed her delight on the academic collaboration 
between UUM and JKM. She concluded her speech by urging 
all participants to give their utmost commitment and use this 
opportunity to gain as much experience and knowledge as 
possible from UUM lecturers to enable them to cope and 
deal with the challenges of the ever increasing and complex 
social problems nowadays.

Participants will be awarded with the Executive Certificate 
in Practical Social Work (SPEC), which certifies them as 
licensed social workers, upon completion of the 380 hours 
of SPEC course.

Also present at the MoA signing ceremony were the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni), Prof Madya Dr 
Abdul Malek Abdul Karim; UUM officers and JKM officers.
The Vice-Chancellor, accompanied by Dato’ Norani spent 
some time visiting the disabled children at PLPP.



UUM RECEIVES AN ACADEMIC VISIT 
FROM INSTITUTES OF TEACHERS 
EDUCATION (IPG) PENANG CAMPUS

Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) received a delegation of 
about a hundred of teacher trainees and lecturers from the 
Institutes of Teachers Education (IPG), Penang Campus, 
recently.

Head of the IPG delegation, who is also the course 
coordinator for PJM 3112 subject (Administration and 
Management of Physical Education and Sports), Azhar 
Zakaria said that the focus of the visit was to expose the 
trainees towards administration, management, organisation 
and sportsmanship, in addition to getting exposure 
outside of their classroom, in which it requires them as 
physical education (PE) teachers to be tough mentally and 
physically.

Among the chosen areas in UUM that they visited were the 
Sports Centre, the UUM Gallery, the Equine Centre and the 

Northern Book Fair at the foyer of the Sultanah Bahiyah 
Library.

This educational tour programme was hoped to indirectly 
foster tolerance, cooperation, friendship and leadership 
among the teacher trainees.

One of the delegates, Fadzilah Abdul Latif, said that the 
concept of “Lifelong Learning” should be practiced in 
education.

“Self-confidence is very essential to teachers. The most 
important part is, it helps the teachers to be more flexible 
and able to adapt to any situations,” she added.

The IPG delegate expressed their sincere thanks and 
appreciation to UUM for graciously accepting their visit.


