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Country Total
Indonesia 446
Nigeria 344
Iraq 219
China 215
Yemen 174
Somalia 159
Thailand 141
Jordan 122
Pakistan 86
Libya 74
Saudi Arabia 72
Bangladesh 42
Algeria 29
Uzbekistan 28
Palestine 22
India 11
Egypt 10
Sudan 9
Syria 9
Philippines 8
Sri Lanka 7
Oman 6
Cambodia 6
Djibouti 6
Chad 6
Iran 4
Tanzania 4
Australia 3
Mauritania 3
Lebanon 3
South Africa 3
Zimbabwe 3
Myanmar 3
Eritrea 3
Vietnam 2
United Arab Emirates 2
Turkey 2
Canada 2
Bahrain 2
Kenya 2
Brunei Darussalam 2
Netherlands 2
Korea 1
Ireland 1
Czech Republic 1
United Kingdom 1
Chile 1
Maldives 1

national 
Target 75%

InTernaTIOnal
STUDenTS: 2648
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     As one of the renowned providers of Executive Education 
in Malaysia, Othman Yeop Abdullah Graduate School of 
Business (OYAGSB) Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) offers 
a wide variety and in demand training programmes to meet 
the needs of the local and international industries.

In this regard, OYAGSB UUM, in collaboration with Kellogg 
School of Management, Northwestern University, United 
States of America initiated a joint Executive Development 
Training Programme. This is the first concerted training 
programme between Kellogg School of Management and 
a university in Malaysia.

The launching ceremony of UUM-Kellogg Executive 
Development Training Programme was officiated by Yang 
Berhormat Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh, the Minister of Education 
II, at EDC-UUM Hotel this morning. 

Earlier this morning, Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh arrived at 9:00 
am for a working visit to UUM. He was given a rousing 
reception by UUM denizens, led by Dato’ Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr.Mohamed Mustafa Ishak. 

In his welcoming remark, Dato’ Vice-Chancellor said that 
OYAGSB UUM has been steadfastly and steadily working 
towards achieving the goal of becoming the Top 100 
Business School by the year 2020. OYAGSB is on the right 
track to gain international recognition by engaging three 
main strategies known as “3R”, which stands for “Relevant, 
Responsive and Responsible”. The emphases are placed 
on the three strategies; (1) Relevant Study Programmes, 
(2) Research projects that are tailored and responsive to 
the needs of the industries and (3) Responsibility to the 
stakeholders. 

Dato’ Vice-Chancellor also expressed his sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh for taking time off 
his busy schedule to visit UUM.

Kellogg is currently ranked at the 5th position in Bloomberg 
Business Week; the 6th in US News Top 100 Business 
School and the 14th in the Economist Business School. 
UUM-Kellogg Executive Training Development Programme 
is divided into two modules.  Module 1, commencing 13 
to 16 November 2014 is offered at UUM and Module 2, 
commencing 23 to 28 November 2014 will be conducted at 
Kellogg School of Management, Chicago, United States of 
America.

Both modules will be taught by renowned Professors and 
Adjunct Professors of OYAGSB UUM and Kellogg School 
of Management. The participants of this programme 
comprised of senior leaders and officers from government 
agencies and private sector. 

This executive programme also attracts considerable 
attention from the officers at the Prime Minister’s 
Department, Ministry of International Trade and Industry, 
the Social Security Organisation (PERKESO) and the 
Ministry of Education, Malaysia.
  
Participants of the Executive Programme will be awarded 
certificates of participation by OYAGSB and Kellogg School 
of Management at the end of the programme.

A special briefing session regarding the management of the 
university was conducted by the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Academic & International Affairs), Prof. Dr. Hasan Ali 
specifically for Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh.
  
Also present at the event were the member of the Kedah 
State Executive Council and the Education, Transportation 
and Works Committee Chairman, Dato’ Tajul Urus Mat 
Zain; Bukit Kayu Hitam Assemblyman, Dato’ Ahmad Zaini 
Japar; Director-General of Higher Education Department, 
Ministry of Education Malaysia, Dato’ Prof. Dr Asma Ismail, 
Chairman of the University Board of Directors (LPU), Tan Sri 
Samsudin Osman, members of the University Management 
Committee and senior university officers.

UUM-kELLOGG eXeCUTIVe 
DeVelOPMenT PrOGraMMe

   Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) Welcome Centre 
unveiled an interesting new tagline- “The University in a 
Green Forest”. This new tagline aptly described the serene 
and beautiful ambiance of the unique and mesmerizing 
flora and fauna surrounding UUM campus. 
 
For this reason, a special ceremony to launch the new UUM 
tagline was officiated by UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ 
Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak at UUM Welcome Centre 
yesterday.

Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Vice-Chancellor said, since UUM 
Welcome Centre started operating in June 2014, we have 
received an impressive number of local and international 
guests and visitors to the university. UUM Welcome Centre 
is the first of its kind in this country and it functions as a one-
stop information centre for visitors and guests.

“UUM is blessed with a wealth of natural and intriguing mix 
of flora and fauna. Among them, are the rare and high-
value species of Sintok and Gaharu trees that have been 
around for hundreds of years. We should be resourceful 
and utilise these abundant natural and rich sources wisely 

“The UnIVerSITy In a 
Green FOreST” AIMS FOR 
THE WORLD STAGE

and efficiently to generate revenue for the university,” he 
said.

These days, the concept of “green technology” and “green 
sustainability” are very much the hype and UUM campus is 
actually surrounded by lush green tropical rainforest.  

“We should use this gift to our advantage and we must be 
proud of our beautiful landscaped grounds of the university. 
The unique features available around the campus can 
actually attract tourists to come to this university in the 
green forest,” he added.
 
Dato’ Vice-Chancellor revealed that, in addition to stepping-
up the efforts to promote UUM Welcome Centre as the one-
stop information centre for local and international tourists, 
UUM is also in the midst of improving and developing 
numerous tangible facilities and services such as the 
equestrian services and also UUM Green Shuttle services 
to attract more tourists to come to UUM campus.
 
Also present at the ceremony were members of UUM 
Management Committee and senior university officers.
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   Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) delegation of senior 
university officers, led by UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ 
Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak held a four-day working 
visit and special promo tour to Pekan Baru, Riau.

The arrival of Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Vice-Chancellor and 
UUM delegation were given a rousing welcome upon arrival 
at the airport. Dato’ Vice-Chancellor said that the main goals 
of the programme were to promote UUM to the residents of 
Riau and attract more talented and outstanding students 
from Riau to study at UUM with the sponsorship from the 
government of Riau. 

Among the activities scheduled during the four-day working 
visit are the UUM-Riau promotion programme, roundtable 
discussion between the students of UUM and Universiti 
Islam Riau (UIR), courtesy visit to Universitas Riau (UNRI), 
MoU signing ceremony between UUM, UIR and UNRI in 
addition to the MoU signing ceremony between UUM and 
the Governor and the Government of Riau.

“This UUM-Riau promotional programme is the first 
programme conducted in Riau and our ultimate aim is to 
foster closer cooperation between Malaysia and Indonesia. 
We sincerely wish to foster more and extensive collaborative 
research and publication efforts between UUM, UIR and 
UNRI,” he added.

Special interview sessions with Dato’ Vice-Chancellor, on 
the local media namely Radio RRI and TVRI, were also 
conducted as part of the promotional efforts by UUM.   UUM 
delegation will also take part in an academic expo at UIR 
and Pekan Baru Mall.

PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND 
MOU SIGNING CEREMONIES TO 
STrenGThen UUM-rIaU lOnG-
STanDInG BIlaTeral TIeS

Riau is the richest province in Indonesia and the similarities 
in the social make-up, language and culture with Malaysia 
will make UUM the most attractive market for the students 
from Riau to come to UUM for their higher education. UUM 
delegation also paid a courtesy call to Pak Tenas Effendi, 
a renowned scholar, writer and educator in Riau.  UUM 
delegation also entertained the Mayor of Pekan Baru in a 
dinner reception.

   The establishment of U-Assist, Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 
as an integrated and comprehensive Student Service Center 
stands out as a model for other universities in the country. U-Assist 
is an integrated centre that offers educational and support services 
for students to perceptibly reduce bureaucracy and save time.

The “One-Stop Centre” U-Assist was the brainchild of UUM Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak. The 
launching ceremony of U-Assist was officiated by the Minister of 
Education II, Yang Berhormat Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh during his 
working visit to UUM.

In his speech, Yang Berhormat Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh expressed 
his delight at the success and achievement of UUM in establishing 
U-Assist.  He stated that the concept of U-Assist is based on the 
National Blue Ocean Strategy (BOS), which was envisioned by our 
Prime Minister. 

“I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to UUM for being 
the first Public Institutions of Higher Education (IPTA) in Malaysia 
that offers comprehensive mobile application services known as 
U-Assist Mobile that allows students remote access to various 
services through the applications that can be downloaded to their 
smartphones,” he said.

“ONE-STOP CENTRE” U-ASSIST,
a MODel FOr OTher UnIVerSITIeS
Earlier on, Yang Berhormat Dato’ Seri Idris Jusoh launched the 
UUM-Kellogg Executive Development Training Programme at 
EDC-UUM and he also paid a visit at UUM Welcome Centre.

Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Vice-Chancellor said, the establishment of 
U-Assist is the product accomplished by the university management 
in the effort to upgrade some of the departments and establish 
new units to make matters easier and more straightforward for the 
campus community, specifically UUM students.

The establishment of U-Assist will save considerable time for 
students when dealing with university personnel. U-Assist 
entertained about 18,750 students every semester, with an average 
of 220 students per day. The number of students entertained by 
the staff at U-Assist could reach around 500 to 650 students at the 
beginning and end of the semester.

With the aim to offer the highest level of support services to 
students and visitors, U-Assist offers a wide range of facilities and 
amenities such as meeting rooms, discussion rooms, comfortable 
lounge area, refreshments and prayer room.

U-Assist offers 34 counters that deal with services related to 
academic, financial and student welfare. UUM has also developed 
a user-friendly system for students, known as U-Assist Portal.

Also present at the launching ceremony were the member of the 
Kedah State Executive Council and the Education, Transportation 
and Works Committee Chairman, Dato’ Tajul Urus Mat Zain; 
Director-General of Higher Education Department, Ministry of 
Education Malaysia, Dato’ Prof. Dr Asma Ismail, Chairman of the 
University Board of Directors (LPU), Tan Sri Samsudin Osman, 
members of the University Management Committee and senior 
university officers.
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    Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Centrum Catolica Business 
School, Peru. The historic event took place at the Marina 
Bay Sands Convention Centre, Singapore recently.

UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak represented UUM in the MoU signing while 
Centrum Catolica Business School was represented 
by Professor Fernando De Alessio. Professor Dr. John 
Fernandes, the President cum Chief Executive Officer of 
the Association to Advanced Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB) International as well as AACSB senior officials 
were present to witness the historic event. The MoU signing 
was held in conjunction with the International Conference 
and Annual Meeting 2014 (ICAM2014).

Professor Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, in 
his speech said, “UUM is working hard to earn AACSB 
accreditation, and CENTRUM as our strategic partner will 
be a catalyst for UUM to obtain this prestigious recognition. 
UUM is all geared up and ready to accept the arrival of 
AACSB auditors by the end of 2014.

He added, “As the top Business School in Peru and Latin 
America, CENTRUM would certainly help UUM in its quest 

PrESIdENt oF aaCSB
WItNESSEd 
UUM - CenTrUM 
CaTOlICa BUSIneSS 
SChOOl, PerU 

MoU SIGnInG CereMOny

    Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the University of the Philippines 
Diliman (UP Diliman), the Philippines. UP Diliman is 
the only national university in the Philippines that ranks 
within the top 60-80 positions in the Asia QS Ranking and 
within the top 350-400 positions in the World QS Ranking. 
 
The MoU was signed by the Vice-Chancellor of UUM and 
the Chancellor of UP Diliman, Professor Dr. Caesar A. 
Saloma.

According to the Vice-Chancellor of UUM, Professor Dato’ 
Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak, the MoU would act as a 
platform for UUM and UP Diliman to embark on academic 
collaborations in the field of creative industries and assist 
each other in promoting both universities in this region. 
 
“This close collaboration will offer opportunities to both 
institutions to work together in the field of creative industries 
particularly in film making which is part of the new programme 
offered at UUM called the Bachelor of Creative Industries 
Management with Honours (BCIM), he said during the 
MoU signing ceremony between UUM and UP Diliman. 
He added that the sealing of this synergistic academic 
collaboration would yield short-term benefits while, at the 
same, ensuring the fulfillment of the long-term goals of both 
institutions.

UP Diliman is not only an educational institution, but 
also an established and impressive Film Institute. The 
teaching staff and students of UP Diliman have received 
recognitions and awards at prestigious events, namely 
the Cannes Film Festival and the Hollywood Film 
Festival. The UUM Vice-Chancellor expressed his hope 
that the collaborative undertakings with UP Diliman 
would indirectly benefit the BCIM programme at UUM. 
 
“Among our immediate plans are the initiation of the 
student mobility programme involving the BCIM students 
at UUM and the staff and student exchange programmes. 

Further plans involve collaborations on research 
projects, publications and conferences, he added. 
 
Meanwhile, the Chancellor of UP Diliman, Professor 
Dr. Caesar A. Saloma, expressed his hope that the 
undertaking would open up more prospects for closer 
cooperation between UP Diliman and UUM to establish and 
promote their respective institutions in the global arena. 
 
“This academic collaboration will help us meet the 
demand for competent students and staff in the 
field of creative industries management, he said. 
 
Meanwhile, the Dean of the School of Multimedia Technology 
and Communication (SMMTC), Prof. Dr. Norshuhada 
Shiratuddin, said that SMMTC was eagerly awaiting to 
welcome a Visiting Professor from UP Diliman, Prof. Dr. 
Arminda V. Santiago, a renowned film scholar in the Philippines. 
 
“10 BCIM students are also present here to undergo the 
student mobility programme and film seminar. These 
students are fortunate to have the opportunity to see the 
high quality creative work of UP Diliman students”, said 
Dr. Norshuhada when met at the MoU signing ceremony. 
 
Also present at the event were well-known Malaysian film 
director, Ahmad Idham, who, as the BCIM programme 
advisor, was also there to screen his film entitled Lari 
(Run) at the seminar; Dr. Norsiah Abdul Hamid (Deputy 
Dean of SMMTC); and Dr. Syamsul Bahrin Zaibon (UUM 
Webmaster), who delivered a talk on enterpreneurship and 
the approaches to marketing creative content online.

UUM SIGnS MoU WITH UNIVERSITY
OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN

to gain the AACSB accreditation. By sharing their invaluable 
experiences as well as their expertise, UUM will also be 
able to obtain other international accreditations namely 
The Associate of MBAs ( AMBA ) , the European Quality 
Improvement System ( Equis ) and Beta- Gamma- Sigma.”

Meanwhile, Professor Fernando who is also a close friend 
of UUM Vice-Chancellor and Professor John Fernandes, 
expressed his willingness to help UUM obtain the AACSB 
accreditation by sharing his experiences as well as his 
network of external relations at the international level.

In the meantime, the three-day ICAM2014 conference, 
provided UUM delegates the opportunity to network with 
other institutions of higher learning and look for possible 
strategic partners that would consolidate the UUM AACSB 
Accreditation project.

Also present at the event were Deputy Vice -Chancellor 
(Academic and International Affairs), Professor Dr. Hassan 
Ali ; AACSB Coordinator , Assoc. Prof. Dr. Faudziah Zainal 
Abidin ; Deans of UUM COB ; Dean of OYA GSB; Dean of 
School of International Studies and the Director of CIAC.
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“The link between the alumni and their alma mater 
was symbiotic, and a strong relationship could propel 
universities further. Therefore, we at the university level 
are hoping to build a strong alumni network that can be 
a source of strength to us and resource skills in various 
departments in UUM. Based on that, we are indeed hoping 
that the alumni will continue to success in their respective 
careers,” he said.

The Malaysia Airlines’ Regional Senior Vice President 
Malaysia, Dato’ Muzammil Mohamad who is also the UUM 
alumni representative expressed his delight when the 
event managed to foster strong ties between the alumni 
and university and grow relationships with other alumni.

Also present at the event were UUM Pro-Chancellor, Yang 
Amat Berbahagia Tun Dato’ Seri (Dr.) Ahmad Fairuz Dato’ 
Sheikh Abdul Halim and spouse Yang Amat Berbahagia 
Toh Puan Datin Seri Mazni Mohamed Noor, Members of 
the University Management Committee and UUM officials.

   Alumni Appreciation Night 2014 held in conjunction 
with the 30th Anniversary celebrations of Universiti Utara 
Malaysia (UUM) was attended by over 600 UUM alumni at 
Istana Hotel Kuala Lumpur, recently.

It was the continuation of the Royal Banquet held in year 
2002, 2004, 2009 and 2012 aimed to establish a lifelong 
relationship between the alumni and their alma mater. The 
ceremony was graced with the presence of the Minister of 
International Trade and Industry, Yang Berhormat Dato’ Sri 
Mustapa Mohamed.  

In his speech, he extended his heartfelt congratulations to 
UUM alumni for successfully organising this event and to 
UUM for its 30 years achievements since its inception.

“Indeed, alumni play an important role in the development 
of a university. Besides fostering fellowship among alumni, 
they also assist the university in the growth of its academic, 
administrative, cultural, and extracurricular activities,” he 
said.

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed also launched the Alumni 
Fund Raising for Time Circle. In the spirit of charity and love 
for their alma mater, the RM200,000 funds will be collected 
through the alumni donations and appeared to be spent on 
building a clock tower at the university main entrance.

Meanwhile, UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dato’ Wira Dr 
Mohamed Mustafa Ishak stressed that many leading and 
world-renowned universities put a strong emphasis on the 
role of alumni to assist their alma mater and support in its 
advancement.

UUM ALUMNI relIVe PreCIOUS 
MeMOrIeS, SUPPORT 
DEVELOPMENT OF UNIVERSITY
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The organisation of the 23rd Conference of the 
International Association of Historian of Asia (IAHA 
2014) on 23 to 27 August 2014 is timely and remarkably 
significant as Malaysians will celebrate our nation’s 57th 
Independence Day on 31 August. The five-day conference 
was organised by Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) and 
Malaysian Historical Society at TH Hotel and Convention 
Centre, Alor Setar.

Deputy Prime Minister, Yang Amat Berhormat Tan Sri Dato’ 
Hj Muhyiddin Hj Mohd Yassin said that to show our love 
for our nation, younger generations must be reminded 
of the efforts of our past leaders that spearheaded the 
nation’s struggle for independence and the formation of our 
sovereign country, Malaysia.

“Our sense of belonging and loyalty among the people in our 
country must be instilled in every citizen and the subjects of 
History and Philosophy play significant roles in the process 
of nation building”.

This is the 23rd edition of IAHA since its inception in 1960 
in Manila, Philippines. This is the fourth IAHA conference 
held in Malaysia. Kuala Lumpur was given the honour to 
organise this conference twice, in 1968 and 1980 and Kota 
Kinabalu became the host in 2000.

Meanwhile, in his Welcoming remark, UUM Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak said that 
the conference theme “Asian History, Historiography, and 
Heritage: Managing Experiences and the Future: combines 
the significant elements of management and this is in line 
with UUM key focus areas.

IAHA 2014 aims to highlight the archaeological findings in 
the state of Kedah as one of the oldest Malay heritage sites 
such as the historical valley Lembah Bujang or also known 
as the Ancient Wonder of Kedah.

Iaha 2014: THE VITAL ROLE OF 
HISTORY IN NATION BUILDING

It should be noted that the Kedah Sultanate can be traced 
back to the early years of the first millennium and the state is 
also part of the ancient state of Langkasuka with the current 
ruling royal house in Kedah representing one of the oldest, 
unbroken lines of monarchy in the world, with a venerable 
vintage of almost 1000 years old.

Also present at the Opening ceremony of IAHA 2014 were 
the KedahExecutive CouncilMember and State Education, 
Transportation and Public Works Committee Chairman, 
Dato’ Haji Tajul Urus Mat Zain representing Kedah Menteri 
Besar; Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Omar Mohd. Hashim, 
Deputy President of International Association of Historians 
of Asian (IAHA) 2012-2014 and Chairman of Executive 
Committee of the Malaysian Historical Society and the 
Director of IAHA 2014, Assoc. Prof. Dr Rohani Ab Ghani.

IAHA 2014 drew approximately 300 participants including 
historians, scholars, researchers and history enthusiasts 
and about 276 working papers were presented in the 
conference. Among the local and international historians 
involved in the conference were Emeritus Prof. Datuk Siti 
Zuraina Abd. Majid, Emeritus Prof. Dato’ Dr. Nik Hassan 
Shuhaimi Nik Abdul Rahman, Prof. Datin Paduka Dato’ 
Ramlah Adam, Dr. Naumana Kiran from Punjab University, 
and Frank Ochsendorf from Leiden University. Participants 
came from Brazil, Brunei, Bangladesh, South Korea, 
Indonesia, Philippines, Hong Kong, India, Iran, Japan, the 
Netherlands, United Kingdom and Malaysia.

   A total of 3437 new students of Universiti Utara Malaysia 
(UUM) took part in the New Student Pledge of Loyalty 
Ceremony to be fully-fledged students of UUM at the 
Mu’adzam Shah Hall.

Leading the new student pledge recital was Mr Mohd Saiful 
Zakaria. All the new students took the oath and made the 
pledge to themselves in the presence of the UUM Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak; 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs and Alumni), 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek Abdul Karim; the Registrar, Mr 
Mohamad Akhir Yusof; Members of the UUM Senate and 
UUM senior officers.

A total of 3109 local students and 328 international students 
from 16 countries had been offered admissions to the 39 
programmes available at the University.

In his welcoming speech, UUM Vice- Chancellor welcomed 
all the new students and congratulated them for successfully 
securing a place to study in UUM.

“As UUM students, I call on every one of you to be committed 
in your studies when faced with the harsh realities of life as 
a student. In order to succeed and excel in the fields or 
disciplines which have either been designated or chosen 
by you during the course of your study at UUM, you need 
to face the challenges that come your way confidently and 
with strong determination.”

“Indeed, students who have been selected to study in UUM 
are students with Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) 

neW STUDenT PleDGe OF lOyalTy 
CereMOny MARkS THE BEGINNING
OF THE 2014/2015 ACADEMIC
SESSION

UUM students must possess high 
self-discipline, show great esprit de 
corps, strive to improve the mastery of 
knowledge in the various fields, comply 
with the rules and regulation and possess 
the right attitude

of 3.40. Hence, those who made it to UUM are excellent 
students,” he said.

Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak also 
expressed hope that all the new students would seize all 
the opportunities made available to them in order to achieve 
success and excellence not only in academics, but in any 
other endeavour in the UUM campus.

Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak also reiterated 
that as new students they should aim to internalize the 
values practiced by UUM in the best possible ways and 
comply with the rules, including the dress code which is 
especially prescribed for the students of UUM. This he said 
is in accordance with UUM being an institution that assist 
students to discover knowledge and later use the knowledge 
gained to benefit the community as a whole.

“At this juncture, I would like to remind all the new students 
of the five core values which must be upheld by a fellow 
UUM student namely possess high self-discipline, show 
great esprit de corps, strive to improve the mastery of 
knowledge in the various fields, comply with the rules and 
regulation and possess the right attitude, “ he said.

“Therefore, all of you need to be prepared physically and 
mentally to assume your new roles and responsibilities 
as undergraduates who do not easily give up. Become 
students who are able to bring honour and glory to UUM 
by upholding the UUM motto Scholarship, Virtue, Service,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, President of the UUM Student Representative 
Council , Siti Muzaliffatul Amira Addawiyyah Shuib expressed 
hope that all the new students would be able divide their 
time for both academic and co-curricular activities at the 
university in order to become excellent students.

Prior to the ceremony, all the new students were introduced 
to the UUM campus as well as the various facilities available 
in campus in the We Love UUM programme. Students were 
also given four postcards to send to family and friends. 
Incidentally, the postcard project is in collaboration with Pos 
Malaysia to commemorate the new intake of students at 
UUM.
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   Upholding security and sovereignty of our beloved nation 
topped the agenda during the Roundtable Discussion 
(RTD) organised by the Politics, Security And International 
Affairs Cluster of the National Council of Professors (MPN) 
in collaboration with the Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 
Northern Corridor Research Centre (NCRC) recently. 
Leaders, organisations, institutions as well as members 
of the public were urged to maintain the security and 
sovereignty of the nation.

Individuals are called on to be responsible for 
defending the country from foreign threats as 
well as traditional and non-traditional threats. 
 
The topic of discussion was “National Security: Issues 
and Current Challenges brought forth by Foreign 
Workers”.  Discussion focused on issues involving the threat 
of foreign workers. According to statistics, a total of 2.1 
million registered migrant workers are currently employed 
throughout the nation and this number will increase if 
necessary steps are not taken to curb non-registered 
foreign workers from coming into the country.

POlITICS, SeCUrITy anD 
InTernaTIOnal aFFaIrS 
CLUSTER MPN DISCUSSES ISSUE 
OF FOREIGN WORkER THREAT TO 
NATIONAL SECURITY

Hopefully, important issues which have not been addressed 
will be dealt with thoroughly for fear that they might go 
unresolved, “he said during his opening speech at the 
ceremony held at the Palm Garden Hotel, Putrajaya.

Meanwhile, UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. 
Mohamed Mustafa Ishak who is also the Head of the Politics, 
Security and International Affairs Cluster cum Director of the 
RTD said in his welcoming speech that the issue of foreign 
workers who are not regulated in terms of the number as 
well as the poor management of foreign workers would 
ultimately lead to issues concerning national security. The 
Lahad Datu intrusion incident and increase in the number 
of criminal incidences involving migrant workers are among 
such threats.

“Hence, in order to have a clearer picture of the problem on 
hand, the Politics, Security and International Affairs Cluster 
call on for the need to provide a platform for the foreign 
workers to address the issues created and faced by them 
especially in the context of national security.

As such, this RTD invites panels from various agencies to 
share information and experience on this matter to allow 
MPN to make recommendations to the authorities to 
eliminate or minimize the threats posed by foreign workers, 
“he said.

The discussion successfully brought together academics 
and representatives from various agencies to analyze some 
of the issues concerning foreign workers and students, 
cybercrime and other matters related to National security.

Although their presence in the Malaysian workforce has 
contributed to the development of the nation’s economy 
and education, but many questions or problems arise. And 
these unanswered questions and problems have become 
national issues or threats to national security.

The opening ceremony was officiated by the Deputy 
Chairman of the RTD, the Distinguished Professor, Datuk 
Dr. Shamsul Amri Baharudin. In his speech, he said the 
RTD is part of the programme initiated by MPN, the Nation 
Think Tank established in 2010 to discuss and rethink the 
issues faced by the country.

“The role of MPN as the Nation Think Tank is to contribute 
through the expertise of everyone in the body towards public 
advocacy or contributions to society. The ideas generated 
from the RTD can be discussed and included in the mid-
term review of the 11th Malaysia Plan.

It is hoped that the ideas put forth in the discussion today will 
become valuable contributions which can be channelled by 
the MPN or representatives of the various parties involved 
in the discussion of issues involving national security with 
the authorities.

Plans and solutions which had had impact on the security 
and sovereignty of the nation were also among the other 
matters discussed in the RTD.

Discussions which revolved around the theme of National 
Security were conducted in three sessions namely, ‘Migrant 
Workers-needs or requirements?’; Migrant Workers and 
National Security ‘; and ‘Risk of Foreign Workers in National 
Security Sector, What is the solution?’.

Among the panellists involved were Dato’ Raja Zulkepley 
Dahalan from The National Association of Employment 
Agencies (PIKAP), Wan Shawaluddin Wan Hassan from 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS), Datuk Mohd Sofian Md 
Makinuddin from the Royal Malaysian Police (PDRM), 
Prof. Dr. Kamarulnizam Mohd Abdullah (UUM), Dato ‘Hj. 
Rahmat Ismail (SRT-EON) and Prof. Dr Azizah Kassim, 
from Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). The three 
moderators for each session comprised of Datuk Zaini 
Hassan (NST), Datuk Zulkefli Salleh (Bernama) and Dato 
‘Ahmad Talib (TV3).

The Politics, Security 
and International Affairs 
Cluster call on for the 
need to provide a platform 
for the foreign workers 
to address the issues 
created and faced by them 
especially in the context 
of national security
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   57 years ago on 31 August, the people of Malaya gained 
its independence from the British and six years later in 
September of 1963, the world witnessed the birth of a nation 
we so proudly call Malaysia to this day.

31 August and 16 September, are two dates which will forever 
be etched in the hearts and minds of fellow Malaysians 
as the day the people of our country became free of the 
Imperial colonists as well as the day, the world witnessed 
the dawn of new nation – Malaysia – a country which never 
ceases to amaze the world with its achievements.

Interestingly, the spirit of patriotism was in the air and clearly 
evident in the decorations inside as well as outside the 
venue of the celebration. More than 3000 students gathered 
at Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) Mu’adzam Shah Hall 
to commemorate the 51st year of the inception of Malaysia 
could be heard chanting and singing patriotic songs.  

The momentous occasion were also graced by the presence 
of the Bukit Kayu Hitam Assemblyman Dato’ Ahmad Zaini 
Japar; UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed 
Mustafa Ishak; Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Student Affairs 
and Alumni), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdul Malek Abdul Karim and 
UUM senior officials.

In his speech, the Vice-Chancellor, said the programme 
which is organised annually by the university proves to be 
a significant way of demonstrating patriotism amongst the 
UUM Campus Community as well as the deep appreciation 
of the sacrifices made by our forefathers in order to liberate 
us from the shackles of the colonialists. This effort is very 
much in line with the spirit of 1Malaysia that the government 
strives for.

“Indeed, let us give thanks to the Almighty Allah for granting 
us peace and prosperity today, tomorrow and many years 
to come. Achieving and maintaining peace and prosperity 
within a country can truly be challenging. The world has 
seen many countries which have gained independency far 
longer than us falter.”

“Malaysia has seen vast developments over the years since 
its independence in 1957 as well as its inception in 1963,” 
he said.

He also urged the UUM Campus Community to better 
appreciate the value and internalize the meaning of 
independence so as to ensure the sacrifices made by our 
forefathers to liberate the country will not be in vain.

Meanwhile, Dato’ Zaini said, as Malaysians coming from 
different ethnic and religious background, he called on the 
campus community to be eternally grateful for the peace 
and prosperity we as Malaysians have worked so hard to 
preserve.  

He also reiterated that there are still other countries that 
continue to seek independence for their country, as such 
fellow Malaysians in general and specifically UUM Campus 
Community should strive to maintain the independence and 
security obtained.

“The future of this country depends on all of you, the 
younger generation. As future leaders of the nation, you 
will determine the direction of Malaysia. With your help the 
nation can be steered to achieve greater success in the 
future. “

“If we remain complacent and choose to forget, we may just 
lose the very thing that we worked so preserve,” he said.

The celebration continued with various patriotic-themed 
presentations put up by students namely poetry recitation, 
singing of patriotic songs, Malaysia Day pledge, the handing 
of the Malaysian flag to two of UUM golf athletes who will 
represent the country at the 2014 Asian Games, power-
packed presentation put up by the Police Undergraduate 
Voluntary Corp (SUKSIS) and Reserve Officer Training Unit 
(PALAPES) as well as performance by guest artiste, Ezad 
Exist.

The highlight of the 2014 Independence Day and Malaysia 
Day Celebration was the handing of the Independence 
missive to the UUM Vice-Chancellor. The missive which will 
be presented to the Prime Minister shows the support and 
consolidation of the UUM Campus Community who wish for 
eternal peace and independence of Malaysia.

As the clock struck 12 midnight, the entire hall resonated 
with the songs, “Jalur Gemilang” and “Di Sini Lahirnya 
Sebuah Cinta”. The two songs were sung in the true spirit 
of Independence by the UUM campus community.

DURING MALAYSIA DAY CELEBRATION

UUM CaMPUS COMMUnITy 
DeMOnSTraTe PaTrIOTISM

   The Economic and Financial Policy Institute ((ECOFI), 
School of Economics, Finance and Business (SEFB) 
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) organised a Post Budget 
2015 discourse at TH Hotel and Convention Centre as part 
of their integrated approach to assist the government to 
disseminate budget information and analysis to the public.

The Post Budget 2015 discourse was officiated by UUM Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak. Also 
present was the Dean of SEFB, Prof. Dr. Yusnidah Ibrahim. 
 
UUM Vice-Chancellor lauded the timely effort by SEFB 
to discuss the content, the rationale as well as the effects 
of the much awaited 2015 Budget on the economics and 
society as presented by the Prime Minister, YAB Dato’ Sri 
Mohd Najib Bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak recently.

 
He added that, the 2015 Budget is the final budget presented 
under the 10th Malaysia Plan and the government will 
continue to be committed, to uphold and support scores of 
the National Strategic development agendas. 

POST BUDGET 2015’, raTIOnale 
anD IMPaCT TO eCOnOMy anD 
SOCIeTy

He stated that, it is our hope that all academics, industry 
practitioners and non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) will continue to offer their utmost support for 
the efforts to make this session a highly interactive 
platform to facilitate discussion, share information 
and ideas as well as to discuss common interests. 
Speaking at the press conference, UUM Vice-Chancellor 
commented on the essence of the 2015 Budget, which 
involved the student enrolment at the Public Institutions of 
Higher Education (IPTA). 

Beginning next year, students must obtain the 
prerequisite Band for Malaysian University English 
Test (MUET) for admission to IPTA according to 
the field of study as well as the implementation of 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) in April 2015. 

A panel of four experts and 70 participants comprising 
academics, industry practitioners and representatives from 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) discussed and 
analysed the essence of the 2015 Budget. 

The four-panel experts were the Head of Management and 
Economics Cluster, National Council of Professors (MPN) 
who is also the Vice-Chancellor of Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, Prof. Dato’ Dr. Noor Azlan Ghazali; a Professor 
at SEFB, Prof. Dato’ Dr. Amir Hussin Baharuddin; Dean of 
the School of Accountancy UUM, Prof. Dr. Kamil Md Idris 
and a representative from the Real Estate and Housing 
Developers Association Malaysia (REHDA).
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   The two-day seminar on ASEAN Statesmen’s Thoughts 2014 concluded with 
the presentation of ten resolutions based on the records and data the yielded 
from the seminar paper presentations.

The seminar was jointly organised by the Institute of Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad’s 
Thoughts (IPDM) Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) with the National Archives 
of Malaysia at EDC-UUM Hotel from 22 to 23 September 2014 with the theme 
“Forging the Unity of ASEAN Civilization”.

The seminar, among others, aimed to accumulate and preserve the 
documentations of histories and accounts of prominent statesmen and leaders 
in ASEAN (The Association of Southeast Asian Nations).

In addition to the seminar paper presentations by the presenters, several other 
events were also organised during the seminar such as the signing ceremony 
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between IPDM UUM and the 
National Archives of Malaysia; “Demokrasi di Malaysia” or Democracy in 
Malaysia book launching ceremony by Dato’ Seri Haji Mukhriz Tun Mahathir, 
the Menteri Besar of the State of Kedah as well as the presentation session of 
the resolutions of the seminar.

This seminar has successfully provided the avenue for the the presentations of 
the personal history and memoires of several prominent statesmen in ASEAN. 
This is seen as the first step to further establish relationships between the 
community in the Southeast Asia region under ASEAN;

The seminar organiser also pledge their utmost commitment to continue to 
strengthen relations as well as to carry on learning and discovering the rich 
history, languages, cultures and shared values among the ASEAN member 
states.

They will also continue to foster camaraderie and a culture of mutual 
collaborations and exchange of ideas to solve conflicts that might arise, 
especially among the younger generations in order to build a truly united 
ASEAN community in a peaceful and prosperous region.

The resolution was presented by the Director of IPDM UUM, Prof. Dato’ Dr. 
Abdul Rahman Abdul Aziz and the documented resolution was handed-over 
to the Director General of the National Archives of Malaysia, Mr. Azemi Abdul 
Aziz.

Meanwhile, in his closing remark, the Director General of the National Archives 
of Malaysia, Mr. Azemi Abdul Aziz conveyed his heartfelt appreciation to 
IPDM and UUM for their willingness to collaborate with the National Archives 
of Malaysia in organising the seminar. He also expressed his sincere thanks 
to the seminar presenters for sharing their knowledge and insights with the 
seminar participants in their excellent and informative presentations.

RESOLUTIONS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
OUTCOMES OF The SeMInar On aSean 
STaTeSMen’S ThOUGhTS 2014

   A special ceremony to honour the academic staff at 
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) for their outstanding 
contributions in research, publication and innovation during 
the 2012 to 2013 academic years, AIPPen’14 (Research, 
Publication and Innovation Excellence Award) was held at 
Sri Angsana Hall, EDC-UUM recently.

The Research and Innovation Management Centre (RIMC) 
UUM organised the ceremony for the second time in 
recognition of the university’s academic staff who are deeply 
committed in demonstrating outstanding and noteworthy 
achievements in research, publication and innovation at 
the university, national as well as international levels.

AIPPen’14 was officiated by UUM Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak. Also present at the 
ceremony were UUM Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research 
and Innovation), Prof. Dr. Abdul Razak Saleh; Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor (Academic and International Affairs), Prof. 
Dr. Hassan Ali; members of the University Management 
Committee; the Director of RIMC, Prof. Dr. Kalsom Kayat 
and senior university officers.

In his opening speech, UUM Vice-Chancellor expressed 
his warmest congratulations and sincere admiration to all 
recipients of the AIPPen’14 Award. He added that UUM has 
always strived to improve the quality of research produced 
by its academia thus maintaining and enhancing the quality 
of research momentum in this university. This effort is in 
line with the National Higher Education Strategic Plan 
(PSPTN) introduced the Ministry of Education Malaysia 
which is to enhance research and innovation activities in 
the institutions of higher education.

For that reason, the management of UUM has started 
formulating suitable strategies to promote research 

reSearCh, PUBlICaTIOn anD 
InnOVaTIOn eXCellenCe aWarD 
aIPPen’14

activities through UUM Research Strategic Plan: Phase 
One, Research Culture Phase (2006-2010) and Phase Two, 
Research Enhancement (2012-2015) which will concentrate 
on the quality of the researches (Research Outcomes).

The Research Outcomes in the forms of scholarly 
publications and innovative products is one of the main 
criteria for the research performance indicator and this is 
part of the evaluation criteria used for AIPPen’14. At the 
same time, the university has also taken steps to ensure 
that ideas, thoughts and research output can be used 
appropriately and applied in lecture halls for academic 
purposes. The Vice-Chancellor also reminded UUM 
researchers to stay away from plagiarism activities to 
ensure that the high standard of moral and ethical fabric of 
the academia is maintained.

A total of six major awards were presented during the 
ceremony. The Best Research Culture, Innovation and 
Publication Award went to the School of Computing (SOC). 
The Best Researcher Award went to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nor 
Azila Mohd Noor from the School of Business Management; 
The Best Research Award went to the team led by Prof. 
Dr. Ku Ruhana Ku Mahamud; the Best Journal Publication 
Award went to Dr. Azizah Mohd Rohni from the School of 
Quantitative Sciences; the Best Book Publication Award 
went to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Noor Afza Amran from the School 
of Accountancy and the Product Excellence and Innovation 
Award went to the team of Dr. Ariffin Abdul Mutalib from 
the School of Multimedia Technology and Communication 
(SMMTC).

The ceremony also honoured researchers who won 
medals at the Malaysian Technology Expo (MTE) and the 
25th International Invention & Technology Exhibition (ITEX 
‘14). UUM researchers won one gold, two silver and seven 
bronze medals at MTE in addition to seven gold and seven 
silver medals at ITEX ’14.

The Director of RIMC, Prof. Dr. Kalsom Kayat said that 
the list of nominees for AIPPen’14 was generated from the 
integrated database system specifically PERSIS, IFAS, 
ReCIS and the Library System. She expressed her hopes 
that AIPPen will become the university’s annual programme 
thus encouraging UUM academia to improve their research 
activities.
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   Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) Othman Yeop 
Abdullah Graduate School of Business (OYAGSB) has 
been entrusted to assist the Kedah State Government in 
organising the 11th Malaysian Plan (RMK-11) retreat as 
well as the State Government Manifesto. The two-day 
programme is scheduled to place at Wisma Darul Aman, 
beginning today.

UUM COLLABORATES WITH 
kEDAH STATE GOVERNMENT TO 
OrGanIZe The 11Th MalaySIan 
Plan reTreaT anD The STaTe 
GOVernMenT ManIFeSTO

The attendees to the programme include members of the 
Kedah State Executive Council, heads of departments, 
agencies and representatives from each ministry.

The academics of UUM OYAGSB have been given the 
task to act as facilitators during the programme. Gathering 
and collecting projects submitted by various departments 
and agencies, prioritizing projects to be submitted to the 
Ministry or the Federal Government and coordinating all 
manifestos in order to ensure that each one is implemented 
when RMK-11 takes effect are some of the objectives of 
the retreat.

The opening ceremony was officiated by the Yang Amat 
Berhormat , Menteri Besar of Kedah Darul Aman, Dato’ 
Mukhriz Tun Mahathir.

In his opening speech he called for everyone involved 
to use the programme as a platform to share ideas and 
suggestions to help the State Government realize its 
ambition and desire to improve the welfare of the people.

Throughout the programme, participants will take part in 
group activities such as presentations and discussions which 
will be led by the Kedah State Exco members. Meanwhile 
the Exco members will be assisted by facilitators from UUM 
and the State Economic Planning Unit.

      As a show of sincere appreciation and gratitude to the industrial partners, the 
Centre for University-Industry Collaboration (CUIC) Universiti Utara Malaysia 
(UUM) organised a dinner reception with the theme ‘Celebrating UUM’s 
Journey of Sustainable Corporate Partnership’ at Sime Darby Convention 
Centre recently.

The ceremony was graced by the presence of the Chairman of AmBank Group 
Malaysia, Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Dr. Azman Hashim and wife; UUM Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Dato’ Wira Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Ishak and wife; industry 
practitioners and academics.

In his welcoming remark, Yang Berbahagia Dato’ Vice-Chancellor expressed 
his immense delight for the success in bringing together a number of UUM 
industrial partners to facilitate and assist in the continuous quality improvement 
of the programmes for students in UUM.

“This ceremony marks the initial step for UUM to explore and accelerate 
academic synergy that focuses on the development and promotion of other 
programmes involving our industry partners in future,” he said.

Meanwhile, Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Dr. Azman Hashim said that it is crucial 
for the education system and university programmes to be constantly updated 
to keep pace with the needs and demands of the country and industry. This 
will ensure that there will not be any shortage or surplus of graduates in the 
job market, thus helping to reduce the issue of unemployment.

In this regard, Tan Sri further suggested that in order to serve and meet the 
needs of the job market and industry, the private sector, universities and 
professional training bodies need to cooperate and coordinate programmes to 
meet those needs. This will indirectly provide graduates with the competitive 
advantage and prepare them to enter the working world.

Guests at dinner reception were entertained with performances by popular 
entertainers namely Bob AF, Noh Hujan and Dayang Nurfaizah. They were also 
treated to an exclusive performance by Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri himself.

CELEBRATING UUM’S JOUrney 
OF SUSTaInaBle COrPOraTe 
ParTnerShIP
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